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Introduction

1 billion people out of the worlds population of 7.53 billion (almost 15%), face some type of 
disability. People with disabilities are excluded from everyday life all around the world and are more 
likely to face socioeconomic problems such as unemployment, discrimination, poverty and exclusion 
in education. Although disabilities are more common in developing and underdeveloped countries 
(due to many reasons such as family marriages and incest), this situation poses a threat to all 
countries because it violates human rights and establishes limits on the freedom of people with 
disabilities. Stopping exclusion and discriminaition in education is the key to solving all other social 
and economic problems mentioned above. 

Definition of Key Terms

Disability: A physical or mental disadvantage/handicap that limits a person’s movement or thinking. 

Social Role Valorization (SRV): SRV is used to describe how people with certain characteristics, in this 
case disabled people, are less valued and respected in communities. 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR): The OHCHR is a 
department under the United Nations Secretariat that protects the human rights which were 
internationally declared with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948. 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF): UNICEF was founded after the Second World War to 
provide food and healthcare to children in need. They help children in need and fight for their rights. 
UNICEF has many articles and studies on disabled children and how to improve life standards for them.

General Overview

The treatment and acceptance of disabled people started roughly in the 11th century, towards 
the middle of the medieval period. Some people thought having a disability was a punishment for a sin, 
whereas some believed the disabled were closer to God.  In between all these mixed felings, the church 
took it as their responsibility to care and provide shelter for the impaired. This is how the first hospitals 
where built. 
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Towards the end of the 15th century, Henry the VIII split the Roman Church and destroyed the 
hospital system, which forced disabled people to move out to the streets and continue their lives 
begging for money. People who were disturbed by the situation started many actions to rebuild 
hospitals; however, none of these were successful and the suffering continued. It took until the 16th 
century to build new hospitals funded by donations from wealthy people. Although some disabled 
people had hard lives, they were never isolated and most of them were active in daily life. During all 
these, the church stopped all their support and didn’t provide money for the impaired unless they were 
poor. 

In the early 20th century the eugenics movement started in the United Kingdom and spread to 
Europe and America. It’s aim was to separate disable people from everyone else in order to “perfect the 
human race”. People’s perceptons shifted and disability was now a threat. This approach, however, 
changed after World War I (1914 - 1918) when soldiers returned physically or mentally ill. Because 
soldiers fought for the country and sacrificed themselves, they earned great respect despite their 
permanent or temporary disorders. 

The II. World War also had shocking outcomes such as the mass killings (Aktion T4) of disabled 
people during the Holocaust. Towards the end of the war, in order to start including everyone into the 
community, the United Kingdom and some other countries  started Disability Employment Acts (1944) 
which promised jobs and shelter for the disabled. This was a huge step to unite after the Holocaust, 
which was later followed by the 1995 Disability Discrimination Act (of the UK). In addition to these, 
separate facilities for the disabled were built and were later on merged with normal workplaces. 

Between 1900 and 1945, half a million children had physical or senroy impairment and went to 
separate schools from healthy children. These special schools had a new harsh approach and trained 
students for low skilled work. Nowadays, there are special schools for mentally impaired students and 
rehabilitation centers for physically impaired students. However, this doesn’t stop the exclusion in 
some situations. There is still discrimination against disabled people, starting from childhoods, which 
ultimately leads to their exclusion.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Syria: The population of speech and hearing impaired people is increasing to become one of the highest 
in the world because of the malnutrition, violence and the lack of access to basic needs. The current 
crisis in the region prevents any actions from being taken. 

South Africa: South Africa has stated that schools aren‘t easy accessible by children with disabilities; 
therefore, banned the enrollment of disabled children in primary schools. Although the country has the 
second largest economy in the continent; thus many education opportunities, they have taken many 
actions to exclude disabled people in the past.

China: China Disabled Persons‘ Federation (CDPF) declared in 2010 that there are over 85 million 
disabled persons in China. Last year, this number was only 32 million.  China is a developing country 
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and with the help of the CDPF, they are finding ways to make life easier for people with disabilities. The 
latest method they have found is legal documents verifying that a person has a disability,  which grants 
them access special  benefits.

Inclusion International: Inclusion International is a non-governmental organization (NGO) with an 
interntional network that promotes the rights of people with intellectual disabilities. It offers jobs and 
ways to include disabled persons in daily life. Their activites have especially benefited African 
countries.

Timeline of Events

1939 Mass murders of disabled people take place in Nazi Germany cause 
approximately 275,000 deaths. 

1950
Laws about the sterilization of people with disabilities further expand 
and women about to give birth to babies with the risk of having a 
disability are sterilized by force.

1970
The United Kingdom passes the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons 
Act which is the first law in the world to recognize and acknowledge 
equal rights of disabled people.

1985 Many countries follow in the UK’s footsteps and adopt anti-discrimination 
laws that aim to include disabled people. 

1996 The Telecommunication Act passes and requires all technological devices 
to be easily accessible by people with disabilities.

1990

With The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) becoming a law in the 
U.S. constitution, citizens started appreciating and recognizing 
disabilities. The ADA is considered to be one of the most important civil 
rights laws.

2000
New international laws that underline the importance of the inclusion of 
disabled people in daily life are created. The laws include providing 
access to healthcare, transport, education and employment.

2006 The history of disability enters school curricula. Civil rights movements 
about disabilities start to become important topics at schools. 

2007 The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) was 
opened for signature. This convention was a huge step in acknowledging 
disabled people and their place in the community.
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Treaties and Events

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD):  The CRPD is one of the first human 
rights treaties of the 21st century and is currently ratified by 177 countries. The convention clarifies that 
all disabled people should enjoy all human rights and freedoms. It underlines areas that need 
adaptation for the disabled to be able to use their rights to the fullest, along with the actions that count 
as violations of their rights and where protection from these violations is required.

UN Convention on the Rights of the Mentally Retarded Persons: This UN resolution was passed by 
the General Assembly in 1971 and aims to improve life standards of mentally disabled people by 
providing full employment, proper medical care and socioeconomic standards. The significance of this 
convention is that it publicly acknowledges the difference between mentally and physically retarded 
people and their differences.

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

Not all of the previous attempts to solve the issue have failed; all the conventions and treaties 
managed to improve the situation of disabled people and they have partially succeeded. However, they 
have never been able to stop the exclusion entirely because of the lack of information present about 
types of disabilities, how to treat them and how many people are suffering from them. As long as this 
lack of information exists, there problem will remain unsolvable.

Possible Solutions

Schools could be changed and improved to fit the needs of disabled children (mostly physically 
disabled children since they wouldn’t interfere with lessons like mentally disabled students would), so 
they would also be able to go to school. 

One of the biggest reasons disabled children are being excluded is because people don’t know 
much about them, about their conditions and the correct way to communicate with them. A way to 
solve this problem would be to have public meetings and seminars to raise awareness, educate the 
community, and answer any questions.

Disability rates increase out of control because of family marriages, epidemics such as HIV and 
AIDS, violence and conflict, malnutrition, child labor and diseases. Finding a solution to stop the 
uncontrolled increase is very important for this issue because as long as these few details don’t change, 
the perception and attiude towards people with disabilities will never improve.
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Another way to reduce exclusion is to have separate schooling facilities for children who have 
mental disabilities and special needs. These facilities would focus on individual needs of students and 
would prepare them for daily life on their own by following a different curriculum than other schools.
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