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Introduction

In 2017, hazards and conflicts left about 201 million people in need of the ‘last resort’ of international

humanitarian assistance in order e and survive (Development Initiatives). In countries such as Yemen,
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‘gure 1: Toverty Rate In World According to Natlons' Topwiation 1991, United Nations tries to establis® new

foundations, resolutions, and campaigns in order
to provide as much humanitarian aid as possible. In 1999, when the world population hit 6 billion, the facts
have become shockingly worse. The emergency humanitarian assistance provided was not enough to deal with
the urgent situations all around the world. Just 12 years later, in 2011, world population hit 7 billion. The
slowly growing world population suddenly had a spike never seen in world history, which made everything
harder for nations to cope with. It can be seen that not only the world population but also the nature has not

been so easy to cope with after those years, which brought more and more problems.

The Economic and Social Council then named a new issue to be discussed in meetings:

“Strengthening the Coordination of Emergency Humanitarian Assistance”. As soon as new solutions were
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formed and the nations started to adapt to this larger world population state, the new projects started to form.
“Protecting Freedom in Global Age”, the theme of Hisar JMUN’19, is the ultimate goal of this issue since by
supporting people with emergency humanitarian assistances the UN itself and UN agencies are aiming to give

these people their freedom back.

Definition of Key Terms

Environmental Vulnerability: The tendency of the environment to respond to changes in human affected and

climatic conditions either positively or negatively.
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Protracted Crisis: Accordin
environments in which a significant proportion of the population is acutely vulnerable to death, disease, and

disruption of livelihoods over a prolonged period of time.

General Overview

The United Nations, since its establishment in 1945 always was a union where states discussed
worldwide issues and found solutions to them. Until 1990s, the Member States were trying to help each other

out if any small crises happened without any need for treaties, framework, unions etc. However, in 1997-98,
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one of the most powerful oscillation events in the history was recorded with the El-Nifio Event. This
oscillation caused more damage than ever expected. The air temperature warmed temporarily by 1.5°C,
whereas usually as a result of an El-Nifio Event the air warmed up only 0.25°C (Scott). It led to severe
outbreak of the Rift Valley as well as causing droughts and floods worldwide. As a result of this natural
disaster, United Nations wanted to get an emergent decision in order to help those affected from the
oscillation. So in 1999, as the world population hit 6 billion, United Nations Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNDRR) has been established and quickly the office started to form emergency action plans in

order to coordinate with people in need as fast as possible. Following that, positive responses from DR Congo,

South-Eastern Europe, and DPRK has been received and DR Congo appealed that the assistance has definitely
scaled up with the formation of UNDRR.
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The humanitarian as topic cannot be dis¢ as ’single issue because i

other sub-issues such as re ealthcare, food insecurities, and lack of clean water. I
Gaza Crisis occurred. As the
Earthquake and floods in Pak¥§tan happened, which left thousands of people vulnerable. 2011 was a dyn{nic
year consisting of many civil wars, conflicts, and forced displacements. In 2011, South Sudan has declared its
independence that brought many more crises with the Sudanese government. The armed conflict left many
people in struggles for their lives. A very similar situation in Syria, the civil war forced the citizens to leave
their homeland for their own security and their family’s security and wellbeing. Turkey, as a neighbor country
to Syria and as the number one choice of the immigrants because of the proximity between 2 countries,
opened refugee camps. These refugee camps provided food, clean water, security, and healthcare for the
forced immigrants that were victimized for coerced acts during forced displacement.

As the actions in Europe, Arab region, and Asia were taken under control, the African Union
established a convention for the African region specifically. The Kampala Convention addresses internal

displacement caused by large-scale development projects in Africa, conflicts, and natural hazards. In 2013,
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this time WHO announced the Ebola virus. The virus emerged from DR Congo and South Sudan and has
become a pandemic virus alerting the whole world population. Meanwhile, as the governments were taking
safety and health precautions, in 2015, over 1 million refugee arrived Europe, which left the European
countries in a struggle. Many states shut their borders for these refugees and forced Turkey to have a migrant
deal with the European Union in order to accept these forced immigrants that came from the Arab region. In
2016, 1st World Humanitarian Summit took place in Istanbul, Turkey. The summit was organized by the UN
agency called UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA). The summit aimed to
share knowledge and establish common best practices among the wide spectrum of organizations involved in
humanitarian action. After the summit, the “UN Children’s Fund announced the establishment of an air
corridor in Malawi to explore the use of drones for humanitarian purposes” (NMUN).
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country of humanitarian assistance with a donation of about 8 million US dollars. As a country who has

experienced both donating and receiving humanitarian assistance, Turkey plays a major role in the issue.

South Sudan

The ongoing civil war in South Sudan has made the population destitute for any and all emergency assistance.
Before the civil war, the war between Sudan and South Sudan was a major conflict, which made the citizens
even more vulnerable to any upcoming shocks. In 2016, South Sudan was also in the list of top 10 aid
receivers. Transportation of food, water, and health aids has become harder every year, making it worse for the

welfare of the population, especially children.
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citizens, which makes the nation itself one of the major parties in the issue.

Japan

In 2017, like many other nations in this list, Japan is also one of the biggest donors in 2017. Japan is a major
party in conventions and summits about humanitarian assistance. Japan is a country open to many natural
hazards such as earthquakes and tsunamis so the government is very enterprising for solutions to strengthen

the coordination of humanitarian assistance.
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Timeline of Events

El-Nifio Event — One of the most powerful oscillation events recorded in
1997-98 history, which resulted in widespread droughts, flooding, and other natural

hazards across the world.

United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR, formerly) has
1999 been established by the United Nations in order to form emergency action

plans for risk reduction.

Gujarat Earthquake, India. This was the last time India requested

interngtional humanitarian assistance.
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2015 Over 1 million refugees and migrants arrive in Europe.
2016 15t World Humanitarian Summit takes place.
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Treaties and Events

Kampala Convention (2012) - This treaty was adopted in October 2009, however it came into force after the

15t states ratification, which was in December 2012. The conventions formal name is “African Union
Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa”. African Union
addresses internal displacement caused by natural hazards, armed conflicts, and large-scale development

projects in Africa.

Food Assistance Convention (2013) - Food Aid Committee members agreed to not extend the old Food Aid
Convention, which ended in 2012. Accordingly, Food Assistance Convention came into force in 2013. Parties
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The Emergency Capacity Building (ECB) Project was one Of. the ﬁtest
achievements of the UN. However, just like everything that was suggested
as a solution, this project also had some achievements and failures. The
main goal of the project was to “strengthen the humanitarian community’s
ECB gm:’;ﬁfgagggf‘:“y capacity to save lives and protect the welfare and rights of people in
emergency” (UN OCHA). In order to accomplish this goal, some of the
aims were to enhance resources for field set-up rapidly, contribute to
improving the sector’s emergency preparedness, and improve field-level
capacity to prepare for and respond to emergencies in hazard-prone
countries. However, there were some very critical points to this project that were neglected all along the

procedure and was never operated on. The examples can be given as surge capacity (as a part of the
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emergency response), insecure settings, security issues, and the infrastructure & facilities including a greater
knowledge of the military in humanitarian actions. In order to restart this project that has expired in 2013, the

UN and the UN OCHA have to find innovative ways to address these critical competencies.

The second attempt to resolve the issue particularly in Syria has also failed. Kofi Annan (the former
Secretary-General of the UN) had plan called the “Six-point plan” that included an observer mission in Syria,
the push for humanitarian access, and the establishment of a joint-mission in Syria. Instead, when the UNSC
has failed a solution for the issue, “over 400 thousand people have been killed, over 5 million have
immigrated, and around 6.3 million people were internally displaced” (United Nations). Although the six-
point plan was created with good intentions, the Security Council did not much. The UNSC has remained
largely on the sidelines, and fo andful of resolutions, which many remained as only papers. Although

this plan is an attempt @ﬁsﬁ!
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around 5-10 portabl® warehouses and those wo

regions that need the most humanitarian assistance or regions in %e
middle of multiple recipient{ions. The money that is being donated by different governments and ffrivate
donors can be used for the installment of technical instruments inside the vans and for the purchase of food &

water. If used efficiently, emergency assistances also can be primarily sent from these vans.

Another major field of work of UN on the topic of providing humanitarian aid is the issue of health.
Especially in regions struggling with internal conflicts, governments are not able to provide for their citizens.
Afghanistan is a huge example of this problem. At this point, UN has to step in. Although NGOs (Non-
Governmental Organizations) such as Doctors Without Borders try to provide healthcare for urgent citizens,
the NGOs are not enough for such an extensive work. UN should send hospital devices or the money to get

them to a number of hospitals chosen in each Member State. Also UN inspectors should be sent to these
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hospitals biannually to check the usage of the money or the devices. Afterwards, reports about health level of

the population and the effect of the improved hospitals should be prepared and discussed in UN sessions.
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