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Introduction

The Amazon River Basin is home to the largest rainforest on Earth. The basin covers around 40

percent of the South American ¢

includes parts of elght So&h Amerlcan countrles Brazil, Bo-

na, a*Surmame as we L3 _rench

Definition of Key Te

Cattle grazing/ranching: bccupation of a large piece of land by farmers to raise livestock,

1y cattﬁ:.
Y

Infrastructure: Infrastructure 15 the fundamental facilities and systems serving a country, city, or another area

necessary for its economy to function. Example: Buildings, roads, power supplies...

Mechanized agriculture: Mechanized agriculture is the process of using machines to greatly increase farm
worker productivity. In modern times, powered machinery has replaced many farm jobs formerly carried out

by manual labor or by working animals such as oxen, horses, and mules.

Global economy: The global economy is the worldwide economy. It is the system of trade and industry
across the world that has emerged due to globalization. In other words, a global economy is a way in which

countries' economies have been developing to operate collectively as one big system.



General Overview

Reflecting environmental conditions as well as past human influence, the Amazon is made up of a

mosaic of ecosystems and vegetation types including rainforests, seasonal forests, deciduous forests, flooded
forests, and savannas. The basin is drained by the Amazon River, the world's largest river in terms of dis-
charge, and the second-longest river in the world after the Nile. The river system is the lifeline of the forest

and its history plays an important part in the development of its rainforests.

The biggest issue facing the rainforest right now is deforestation, which occurs when huge areas of

oil are discovered.

Vast quantities o
gas, and minerals, to name a

sition to a global economy

more than 1.4 million hectar@8@of forest have been cleared since the 1970s.

Conversion for cattle grazing is the biggest single direct driver of deforestation. In Brazil, more than
60 percent of cleared land ends up as pasture, most of which have low productivity. Across much of the Ama-
zon, the primary objective for cattle ranching is to establish land claims, rather than produce beef or leather.
But market-oriented cattle production has nonetheless expanded rapidly during the past decade. Mining, sub-
sistence agriculture, dams, urban expansion, agricultural fires, and timber plantations also result in significant
forest loss in the Amazon. Another factor is the expansion of infrastructure projects, including roads and hy-
droelectric plants. The Brazilian state that suffered the greatest deforestation last month was Para, which is

home to the BR163 road through the Amazon and the Belo Monte dam.



Deforestation of the Brazilian Amazon surged last month to the highest May level since the current
monitoring method began, prompting concerns that president Jair Bolsonaro is giving a free pass to illegal
logging, farming, and mining. Unless the government sends a clear signal it will not tolerate a further acceler-
ation, environmentalists fear there will be an increase in the coming months that could make 2019 one of the

worst years for deforestation in recent memory.

Aggregate annual tree cover loss in the Amazon, 2001-2017
MONGABAY using Hansen ¢l at 2018
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The IBAMA is Bra:

and punishing those respons

vironmental protection service, the group tasked with 1t0! atching

for the plunder of the Amazon rainforest. Although the IBAMA iycontiyu')g
their work on preventing defor@station in the Amazon to this day, the newly-elected president Jair Bolsonaro
’s administration has launched policies that undermine IBAMA and ICMBio (The Chico Mendes Institute)

which protects the nation’s federal conservation units by effectively dismantling environmental law enforce-

ment and allowing deforestation to proceed unchecked.

Fines imposed for illegal deforestation between Jan. 1 and May 15 this year were down 34 percent
from the same period in 2018, the largest percentage drop ever recorded. It was also the smallest number of
fines ever imposed (850), compared to 1,290 in the same period last year. Bolsonaro has defanged deforesta-
tion enforcement further by firing or not replacing top environmental officials. This includes 21 out of 27

IBAMA state superintendents responsible for imposing most of the deforestation fines. Also, 47 of Brazil’s



conservation units now lack directors, leaving a combined area greater than the size of England without con-

servation leadership.

Possible Solutions

The prevention of deforestation in the Amazon goes through the governments themselves. The rele-

vant South American governments should ensure fair enforcement of forest conservation rules. Illegal log-

ging, cattle ranching, and unsustainable forest management should be steeply fined by local governments.
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products.

It is important to en ] ese companies a rm‘nts are following thej estatién

policies. The creation of no mental organizations®® investigate, expose and conf ental
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abuse is a huge step on the to end deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest.

Bibliography

"The Amazon Rainforest - The Rainforest ...." 1 Apr. 2019, https://rainforests.mongabay.com/amazon/. Ac-
cessed 26 Jul. 2019.

"Amazon rainforest deforestation 'worst in 10 years', says Brazil - BBC ...." 24 Nov. 2018, https://www.bbc.-
co.uk/news/world-latin-america-46327634. Accessed 2 Aug. 2019.



https://rainforests.mongabay.com/amazon/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-46327634
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-46327634

"Deforestation of Brazilian Amazon surges to record high - The Guardian." 4 Jun. 2019, https://www.the-

guardian.com/world/2019/jun/04/deforestation-of-brazilian-amazon-surges-to-record-high-bolsonaro. Ac-
cessed 30 Jul. 2019.

"Deforestation and Forest Degradation | Threats | WWE." https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/deforesta-
tion-and-forest-degradation. Accessed 30 Jul. 2019.

"Effects of Deforestation | Pachamama Alliance." https://www.pachamama.org/effects-of-deforestation. Ac-
cessed 30 Jul. 2019.

"Tragedy and transformation: Deforestation in the Amazon ...." https://www.edf.org/blog/2013/03/20/tragedy-
ssed 31 Jul. 2:)'1‘9 \’

.y
"World News." htt#f://

and—transformation—defore'st 1

est.d

4

"Deforestati o % R inforest Timeling." NE g"“' : Nindéx.html?
\ . J 3 . R
appid=a8f32 0041009722, Al s

b aéﬁl—rainfores‘c.
[}

. ¢
g g

ey ." 10 Jun. 2019, hdpsylihews mongabay.-
com/2019/06/brazil-guts-8 agencies-clears ! W unchecked-deforestation/<Acce .é‘A‘ug.

2019.

"Amazon Ral
Accessed 31 Jul.

cline | Preceden."” http

19 ™~

- -

"Brazil guts environmeng es, clears way for ..,

\

"Solutions to Deforestation cenpeace USA." https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/forests/solutiolig@o-defory

estation/. Accessed 2 Aug. 2088. v /


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/04/deforestation-of-brazilian-amazon-surges-to-record-high-bolsonaro
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/04/deforestation-of-brazilian-amazon-surges-to-record-high-bolsonaro
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/04/deforestation-of-brazilian-amazon-surges-to-record-high-bolsonaro
https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/deforestation-and-forest-degradation
https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/deforestation-and-forest-degradation
https://www.pachamama.org/effects-of-deforestation
https://www.edf.org/blog/2013/03/20/tragedy-and-transformation-deforestation-amazon
https://www.edf.org/blog/2013/03/20/tragedy-and-transformation-deforestation-amazon
http://www.mapreport.com/keyword/rainforest.amazon.d1.0.html
http://www.mapreport.com/keyword/rainforest.amazon.d1.0.html
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=a8f327aff3414bcdae4ab4694f909722
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=a8f327aff3414bcdae4ab4694f909722
https://www.preceden.com/timelines/170684-amazon-rainforest
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/06/brazil-guts-environmental-agencies-clears-way-for-unchecked-deforestation/
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/06/brazil-guts-environmental-agencies-clears-way-for-unchecked-deforestation/
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/06/brazil-guts-environmental-agencies-clears-way-for-unchecked-deforestation/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/forests/solutions-to-deforestation/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/forests/solutions-to-deforestation/

