
 

 

 

 

GA3 – Environmental Committee 

Establishing an international framework to regulate 

the depletion of non-renewable natural resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Forum: GA3 - Environmental 

Issue: Establishing an international framework to regulate the depletion of          

non-renewable natural resources 

Student Officer: Ata Güvendi 

 

Introduction 

Over the past century, our planet has undergone significant changes which affected the use of               
resources that face the threat of total depletion. The defining quality of these resources is that they are                  
subject to exhaustion, meaning the usage of these resources is far greater than the natural generation.  

Although fossil fuels may be the only non-renewable resources that are commonly known, other              
resources such as rare earth minerals, forestation and groundwater are all categorized under the              
definition given above. These resources, in some instances, play crucial roles in the economies of some                
nations. The economic importance of these commodities also expand to the production lines, where              
they employed in the production of technological products, energy, plastics, and other products. 

Given the vastly numerous roles of these resources, the establishment of an international             
framework pertaining to this issue faces numerous complications. The Environmental Committee, when            
proposing a solution, will have to account for the economic sustainability of non-renewable resource              
exporting countries whilst also ensuring that their proposals are possible to be achieved. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Sustainability: A practice that can continue over time. 

Reserves: A ready supply of something that is ready for use in any given time. 

 
 



 

Rare Earth (metals and minerals): elements that are hard to find in larger amounts, important for the                 
technology industry. 

Groundwater: Water collected below the surface of the Earth 

 

 

 

General Overview 

The development of the depletion issue can arguably be dated back to the 18-19th centuries, with the                 
start of the industrial revolution. The massive increase in the global consumption of resources,              
primarily non renewables shot up rapidly with the introduction of the concept of mass production. 

 

The World's Consumption Trends of Resources over the Years 

 As demonstrated by the graph provided above, there is an undeniable correlation between 
consumption trends and rapid industrialization. Though there have been minor recessions in the 
consumption trends due to economic regressions, such as in the case of the Great Depression , the rise 

1

of consumption persists today, even if some of the non-renewables are on the brink of running out. 
Forecasts which operate under the assumption that current trends continue suggest that coal, oil and 
natural gas have 188, 46 and 58 years of reserves left respectively. 
 

To mention some other non-renewables, groundwater is a vital resource for agriculture, and 
some drinking sources. Rare earth minerals face a different issue however, and instead of running out, 
will likely become too expensive to mine before we exhaust these reserves. The mining prices of these 

1 The Great Depression was a major economic crisis seen around the world, primarily in the USA due to a stock crash. 

 
 



 

minerals keep rising, and will keep doing so, but their usage in the steadily growing technology industry 
alongside the reduction of prices in technological products means that rare earth minerals are going to 
keep getting more and more expensive to extract. 
 

If these resources are depleted completely or if extreme measures suddenly limiting trade are 
taken, this will take its toll on many economies, with its effects being decline in production, steep rises 
in the effects of global warming, drought, famine and crippled agricultural output. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
 
People’s Republic of China 

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) holds a near monopoly of the rare earth metal market, 
with them being responsible for 97% of rare earth metals and 100% of heavy earth metals. 

China already started putting regulations on the extraction of these minerals, namely in 2005 
where exports were limited. 

 
 
Venezuela 

Venezuela is one of the most, if not the most oil reliant country. With 80 per cent of its 
exports being crude petroleum products and another 10 per cent being refined petroleum, Venezuela 
would be a country heavily affected by any changes on petroleum prices, taxes and other regulations. 
This was seen in May (2019) where US sanctions imposed on the country caused a 17 per cent drop 
on all petroleum exports. It should also be noted that Venezuela is one of the founding members of 
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), an organization which unifies 14 
nations that are active exporters of oil. 
 
 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
 

Saudi Arabia’s exports paint a similar trend to Venezuela, with Saudi Arabia holding the 
second most oil reserves behind Venezuela internationally. 65 per cent crude petroleum and nearly 
10% refined petroleum takes up all of total exports. Saudi Arabia is also the second largest crude 
petroleum provider for the USA, making it a strategical trading partner of the USA. 
 
 
Russian Federation 
 

 
 



 

Being the main supplier of natural gas to Europe, especially Eastern Europe, natural gas is a 
source of foreign power and influence for the Russian Federation. The president of the United States 
of America, Donald Trump said “[Germany] was a captive of Russia” due to their purchases of 
Russian gas in July of 2018. Therefore, Russia and other fossil fuel countries have incentives to keep 
up sales of fossil fuels. 
 
 
 
Timeline of Events 

 

18-19th Centuries The start of the industrial revolution 
 

1960 OPEC is founded by Saudi Arabia, Venezuela, Iran, Kuwait and Iraq 

1986 As oil prices fall dramatically, several OPEC member countries experience          
economic hardship. 

2005 PRC limits rare earth mineral exports, causing a surge in prices globally 

2015 The Sustainable Development Goals (see Treaties and Events for more          
details) were adopted by the UN in a summit 

2046 The forecasted year in which petroleum reserves will dry out 

2058-9 The forecasted year in which natural gas will run out 

2199 The forecasted year in which coal reserves will totally run out 

 

Treaties and Events 

OPEC 

As mentioned above, the foundation of OPEC is perhaps one of the most important events in the                 
history of petroleum trading. OPEC serves in the stabilization of global petroleum prices, thus creating a                
foundation for international cooperation regarding any changes to be made for the petroleum trade. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 
 



 

Adopted in 2015, the SDGs aim to create a more habitable planet by the year of 2030. The SDGs are                    

comprised of 17 total goals and of those 17, goal number 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) is primarily related                   

to the issue. The SDGs are a crucial milestone for an international framework and mark a common goal                  

between all member states. 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

The UN has adopted numerous resolutions in areas of promotion of renewable energies, including ones               
A/RES/69/225, A/RES/60/199 and A/RES/62/197, which all aim for transformation of the world’s            
energy production into renewable energy methods, but as provided by the steep rises in the               
non-renewable energy production rates, the growth in renewable means of energy production has             
proven insufficient.  

It should also be noted that other significant environmental issues such as climate change are               
linked to consumption trends, especially those regarding fossil fuels, and thus any prior or current               
attempt tackling climate change by restricting fossil fuels, reducing carbon footprints or investing             
towards alternative sources are worthy to be considered as a past attempt towards solving this               
problem. An example of such attempts would be the Paris Agreement, aiming to reduce and mitigate                
greenhouse gas emissions. The Agreement acknowledged the investment barriers faced by developing            
countries, and pledged support to these countries to meet their emission reduction goals. The event of                
196 Member States coming together and collectively realising the adverse effects of current             
consumption trends was a remarkable event, yet given by the persistent consumption trends, there is               
more room for change. 

 

 

Possible Solutions 

With recent developments regarding climate change (such as the recent heatwave in Europe)             
pushing the agenda for a renewable energy revolution, attempts made towards a renewable globe              
might prove successful. Delegates may also consider the usage of taxes and tariffs to limit international                
trade of such resources. Possible solutions should keep in mind the investments and commitments that               
are necessary for results, especially those regarding investments towards renewable energy. Delegates            
should aim to breach investment obstacles, most notably faced by Less Economically Developed             
Countries (LEDCs), and attempt to increase accessibility to such energies if they desire to bring such a                 
method to fruition. 

Delegates should also consider upcoming international forums as an opportunity for solutions,            
such as the International Renewable Energy Conference (IREC) and its upcoming conference in South              
Korea in October. 
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