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Introduction
Gender-based  violence  (GBV)  is  one  of  the  most  widespread  acts  of  human  rights  violation 
throughout North Africa, and it can take many forms from domestic and sexual violence to harmful 
practices such as; early marriage, Female genital Mutilation (FGM), trafficking, and various forms of 
femicide. GBV not only violates fundamental human rights, but it violates the security, dignity, and 
health of a person as well. Bearing in mind that, in order to protect freedom in the global age, the 
eradication of gender-based violence and harassment is a very crucial topic to actualize, since it is 
the essence of giving women the right to live in security and freedom. Over the years, the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), has shown a significant contribution of trying to achieve the 
eradication of GBV in North African countries such as; Libya, and Tunisia. However, other North 
African countries such as; Sudan, Morocco, and Egypt, remain to have more challenging problems in 
terms of preventing GBV due to the extremely high rates of sexual harassment. The eradication of 
GBV in North African countries is not an easy task to succeed in; however, once achieved, North 
Africa will be able to protect freedom in the upcoming global age. Furthermore, the eradication of 
GBV will achieve a big step in gender equality in North Africa, since it will give women the right to 
live a secure life in freedom and peace.
Definition of Key Terms
GBV: The term “gender-based violence” refers to violence that targets individuals or groups on the 
basis of their gender. (“Definitions of Sexual and Gender-Based Violence.” The New Humanitarian, 
20  Oct.  2017,  www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2004/09/01/definitions-sexual-and-gender-
based-violence.)
Violence: the use of physical force so as to injure, abuse, damage, or destroy.  (“Violence“ 
Merriam-Webster's  Learners  Dictionary,  Merriam-Webster.  www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/
violence.)  
UNFPA: The United Nations Population Fund, formerly the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities,  is  a  UN  organization.  (“UNFPA.”  United  Nations  Population  Fund,  12  Nov.  2019, 
www.unfpa.org/.) 
FGM: Female genital mutilation (FGM) is a procedure where the female genitals are deliberately 
cut,  injured  or  changed  no  for  medical  purposes.  (NHS Choices,  NHS,  www.nhs.uk/conditions/
female-genital-mutilation-fgm/.) 
Eradication: to remove or destroy utterly; extirpate. (“Eradicate.” Dictionary.com, Dictionary.com, 
www.dictionary.com/browse/eradicate.) 
The Global Gender Gap Report: The Global Gender Gap Report benchmarks 149 countries 
on their progress towards gender parity across four thematic dimensions: Economic 
Participation and Opportunity, Educational Attainment, Health and Survival, and Political 



Empowerment. (“The  Global  Gender  Gap  Report  2018.”   World  Economic  Forum, 
www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-gender-gap-report-2018.) 
General Overview
Throughout the years,  with the help of UNFPA, North African countries started improving their 
circumstances in preventing GBV. However, even though UNFPA has contributed significantly to 
help the North African countries by providing GBV programmes, North African countries still do 
require assistance in order to solve the ongoing issues regarding GBV. In Egypt, for instance, UN 
Women  announced  that  in  2013,  over  99.3%  of  Egyptian  girls  and  women  surveyed  reported 
experiencing some type of sexual harassment in their lifetime. Furthermore, the same study stated 
that 82.6% of the total female respondents did not feel safe or secure in the street. In 2012, Amina 
Filali, a Moroccan teen, made the international headlines by killing herself as she was going to get 
married to her rapist.
Countries such as; Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt and Morocco rank respectively 123rd, 126th, 129th, and 
133rd out of 142 in the World Economic Forum’s 2014 Global Gender Gap’s consideration of state 
resource distribution. Despite all the rankings and issues that the North African countries face, there 
is  an  effort  to  achieve  the  eradication  of  GVB.  For  example,  Algeria  has  created  a  regulation 
regarding the punishment of sexual harassment. The law states that sexual harassment is punished by 
the Penal Code, including verbal and emotional harassment, at home and in public spaces.
Moreover, more than 12,720 women and girls have benefitted from the services of UNFPA Women 
Safe  Spaces  in  Libya (where  women and girls  are  learning life  skills  and receive  messages  on 
reproductive health and gender-based violence).  Whereas in Morocco, The Penal Code penalizes 
rape (defined as the act by which a man has sex with a woman against her will) with five to ten years 
in prison also, if the victim is under 18 or unable to defend herself, the punishment is 10 to 20 years 
in prison. 
Many new regulations and changes are being made in North African countries in order to eradicate 
GBV; however, looking at the big picture, North Africa is still notorious for being the world’s worst 
regions for gender-based discrimination, sexual harassment, and violence against women.
Major Parties Involved and Their Views
Algeria: Despite being the 126th country in the World Economic Forum’s 2014 Global Gender 
Gap’s consideration of state resource distribution, over the years Algeria tried to eradicate SGVB 
(Sexual and gender-based violence) by working with UNFPA. According to the Global Gender Gap 
Report 2018, Algeria has ranked 128th country out of 149 countries. Even though Algeria remains to 
be in a deficient rank in terms of sustaining gender equality, it tries to improve itself by creating new 
regulations, as well as prohibiting harmful practices such as FGM, and child marriage.
Egypt:  Ranking 135th out  of  149 countries according to the Global  Gender Gap Report  2018, 
Egypt is having critical problems on maintaining gender equality. According to UNFPA, from 2008, 
there has been an increase in recent years, with domestic violence, sexual harassment, and FGM 
being the most common but grossly under-reported forms of violence in Egypt. Furthermore, the 
country ranks second in the world after Afghanistan in terms of cases of sexual harassments.
Morocco: Morocco is ranked 137th in the Global Gender Gap Report 2018, and sadly, there are 
many  cases  of  violence  against  women  throughout  the  country.  According  to  Leila  Rhiwi,  the 
representative for the United Nation's agency for women in Morocco, has stated that violence against 
women  in  urban  areas  has  surpassed  the  violence  in  rural  areas.  Furthermore,  UN  Women  is 
currently trying to fight all sorts of gender-based violence in public spaces in over 20 Moroccan 



cities by cooperating with local authorities.
Tunisia: Currently, Tunisia is ranked 119th in the Global Gender Gap Report 2018. On 26 July 
2019, Tunisia has passed its first national law to combat violence against women. In addition to 
physical violence, the legislation recognizes other forms of violence against women and girls, such 
as economic,  sexual,  political,  and psychological  abuses.  Even though there are new regulations 
made to eradicate GBV, Tunisia remains to be in a deficient rank in Global Gender Gap Report.
Timeline of Events

February 5, 2004
The Family Code (or Moudawana) raised the 
legal age of marriage to 18 for both women and 
men in Morocco.

January 9, 2014

Article 475 of the Criminal Code: authorizing 
the rapist to marry the victim in order to escape 
to  any  punishment  has  been  abolished  in 
Morocco.

June 4, 2014

A  law  has  passed  in  Egypt,  indicating  that 
verbal, physical, behavioral, phone and online 
sexual harassment attract a prison sentence of 
6  months  –  5  years,  and up to  LE 50,000 in 
fines.

February 5, 2015

Sudan passed a number of amendments to the 
1991  Criminal  Act,  including  adding  a  new 
article  151  (3),  providing  a  new  offense  of 
sexual  harassment  moreover,  changing  article 
149; changing the legal definition of rape.

December 10, 2015

The  parliament  in  Algeria  has  ratified 
amendments  to  the  penal  code  explicitly 
criminalizing some sorts of domestic violence. 
Assault against one's spouse or former spouse 
can be punished by up to 20 years in prison.

July 1, 2011

Morocco  declared  the  country’s  adherence  to 
universally  recognized  human  righs  and 
affirmed  predominance  of  international  law 
over national legislation.

July 26, 2017
The Tunisian government made historic strides 
by  passing  its  first  national  law  to  combat 
violence against women.

2019-2020

UNFPA Libya Country Office has developed its 
first-ever  Country  Programme  Document 
(CPD) for  2019-2020,  focusing  on  the  health 
and  wellbeing  of  women  and  youth 
development.

December 1, 2017

Egypt has taken to setting many different rules 
with  the  aim  of  protecting  women,  ensuring 
their  inclusion  and  participiation  in  everyday 
life,  and  edge  women’s  fight  for  equality 
forward.

2015-2020

The Violence Against Women (VAW) unit aims 
to help women across Egypt by offering them 
social and psychological support; however, the 
unit has not yet started functioning regularly as 
it is supposed to.
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Treaties and Events
There have been many treaties ratified by the North African countries in order to achieve gender 
equality, as well as the eradication of GBV. For instance, Morocco has abolished the authorization of 
rapists to marry the victim in order to escape any punishment, on January 9, 2014. Abolishing this 
regulation is a crucial step for preventing mental and psychological abuse for women, as well as for 
preventing SGBV. The treaty also underlined the seriousness of  rape,  which led to making new 
regulations in Morocco, such as The Penal Code penalizing rape with five to ten years in prison. 
Another vital treaty to bear in mind is the law passing in Egypt on June 4, 2014. Egypt is notorious 
for cases of sexual harassment; thus, the regulation made in 2014 is a crucial one since it is a step to 
prevent these types of cases, furthermore it helps Egypt to develop in preventing the security of 
people.  The law indicates  that  verbal,  physical,  behavioral,  phone and online sexual  harassment 
attract a prison sentence of 6 months – 5 years, and up to LE 50,000 in fines (2,722 €)
In many North African countries, UNFPA has started programmes that spread awareness of the GBV. 
In Libya, for instance, UNFPA is responding by providing psychosocial support and counseling to 
GBV survivors. On the other hand, in Sudan, UNFPA has developed programmes against GBV such 
as;  capacity  building,  community  awareness  sessions,  and  coordination  of  comprehensive  GBV 
preventions. Finally, in Tunisia, UNFPA has been actively advocating for the inclusion of an article 
against GBV in the new Constitution (2014).
Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue
In legal terms, there has not been a merged attempt to eradicate GBV in the North African countries 
where the countries act together. Lack of having a strong and united advocacy strategy within the 
region on GBV resulted in taking some measures by each country individually.  There is also the 
question of how well the measures are implemented in the countries. Also, the reason why none of 
the North African countries have been successful in entirely eradicating GBV in their nations is 
caused by the fact that the treaties and regulations regarding the prevention of GBV and sexual 
harassment are recently signed. Therefore, it is only a matter of time to see the development that 
these countries are going to have.
Possible Solutions
Firstly, in order to solve the problem, all the attention should be directed to the problem by a regional 
advocacy campaign. The umbrella Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) should establish a 
platform to tackle the problem as a whole in the North African region. By lobbying (organizing 
meetings with the high-rank governmental officials,  persuading them in supporting the advocacy 
campaign; taking the support of the media, both local and national, etc.), and getting the support of 
the  public  on  the  eradication,  GBV can  raise  awareness  on  the  issue.  Thus,  monitoring  of  the 



measures and how they are implemented will always stay on the agenda.
Secondly, with the help of UNFPA, there should be seminars held by the governments in order to 
spread awareness about the issue and teach women their rights. However, the audience should not be 
limited to women, but it should also include police officers, men, and children as well; thus, locals 
could understand the vitality of the GBV, and help the victims on the issue. UNFPA has already 
started many similar programmes which women learn their rights, the importance of the issue, and 
how they can get help. UNFPA should increase the number of programmes; thus, more civilians 
could learn about the issues that their country and people are facing.
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