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Introduction 

The brutish assassination of Jamal Khashoggi has once upon thrust the issues of censorship and persecution of 
journalists into the public eye. Despite violations of the freedom of press being commonplace around the 
world since the invention of organized media, it seems to have become more prevalent around the world. High 
profile cases of assaults, murders, and detentions of journalists have been popping up with terrifying regulari-
ty. Persecution of the media has been perpetrated not only by non-state actors like terrorist groups or orga-
nized criminals but also by UN regulated states, with Russia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia being some of the 
primary suspects. 

In 2018, the upwards swing of attacks on physical and mental attacks on journalists has continued. Only in 
Europe, at least two journalists reported as having been murdered and 35 cases of attacks on the physical safe-
ty being reported. Most of these were considered as level 1 threats by the Council of Europe, meaning that 
they were in the bracket that contained the most severe and damaging attacks on media freedom. Direct 
threats against journalists - including death threats- have doubled, and there have been a massive 130 arbitrary 
detentions of journalists. In other parts of the world, especially in the Middle East, these numbers drastically 
increase. 

Several organizations ranging from UNESCO to Reporters Without Borders have highlighted the importance 
of the issue at hand, yet attacks against journalists have generally been met with impunity. Due to a plethora 
of reasons that include the political influence of the nations that perpetrate such attacks, and the lacking in-
ternational laws on the topic have meant that most violations of freedom of press have gone unpunished. In 
the last quarter-century, 1356 journalists were murdered, tens of thousand were improperly detained and many 
more violently threatened with only a fraction of these offenses being properly addressed. This is where the 
Human Rights Council comes in. With hostility towards the media increasing and a plethora of social, legisla-
tive and political hurdles towards the proper addressing of the issue at hand the committee must bond together 
in an uncompromising manner to ensure the freedom and well-being of the press is preserved. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Correspondent: A person employed to report for a newspaper or broadcasting organization. 

Freedom of Press: The right of newspapers, magazines, etc., to report news without being controlled by the 
government or threatened. 
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Globalization: To make worldwide in scope or application, in our case applies to topics that become of im-
portance or apply to the international community, usually covered by journalists. 

Journalist: Any person engaged in journalism, especially, a writer or editor for a news medium. 

Judicial: Belonging to the branch of government that is charged with trying all cases that involve the gov-
ernment and with the administration of justice within its jurisdiction. 

Press Pass: A press pass grants some type of special privilege to journalists. Some cards have recognized le-
gal status; others merely indicate that the bearer is a practicing journalist. The nature of the benefits is deter-
mined by the type of issuing agency, of which there are three major categories: news organizations, law-en-
forcement agencies, and event organizer... Each type of card grants different authorizations, thus it is often 
necessary or desirable for reporters to hold multiple press passes simultaneously. 

Smear Campaign: A plan to discredit a public figure by making false accusations. A way of discrediting 
journalists, thus putting their career and relationships in danger.

General Overview 

Why Journalists are in Danger 
In an ever globalising world, journalists are expected to cover issues from all around the globe, regardless of 
the perceived physical and mental risk that this may entail. This means that international journalists that cover 
issues of global importance are targeted by powers that may not look positively to information being leaked to 
the domestic or international public. The attacks physical and mental well-being of journalists usually pertains 
to the issues that said journalists are covering. Both state and non-state actors perpetrate attacks on journalists 
to prevent them from publicising certain topics, which could be detrimental to the aims of said state and non-
state actors. It is important to understand the reality of why these agents target journalists to solve the issue at 
hand. 
  
State actors can attempt to suppress the media for the benefit of their allies or themselves. First of all, gov-
ernments can believe that bringing certain controversial topics to the public eye, such as the Crimean Crisis or 
the human rights abuses in the Middle East, would harm their positions on these issues; as increased public 
scrutiny would inevitably develop a reaction that can result in said government to halt their activities or lose 
their standing in one of these topics. Furthermore, government can attack journalists in an attempt to prevent 
journalists from criticizing them. Especially common in election times, governments may put the safety of 
certain journalists in danger to prevent them from publishing reports that would harm the electoral support for 
the government. Examples of this can be seen in any major election in the world, such as the 2016 American 
Presidential, 2016 Ukranian Presidential and 2019 Mayoral Elections in Turkey. Moreover, governments can 
exercise intimidation of journalists through physical and legislative means in an attempt to create smear and 
disinformation campaigns. Despite these being some of the main reasons as to why governments target jour-
nalists there are a plethora of reasons that can change from situation to situation. 
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How Journalists are Attacked 
Journalists are generally attacked in different ways depending on their specialization. Depending on the topic 
they are writing on they can be persecuted on a legal basis, blackmailed, hacked and surveilled as seen in the 
Kashoggi case where Amnesty International discovered that he had been tracked by the Saudi Arabian gov-
ernment using NSO Group’s Pegasus software, blackmailed, verbally abused, threatened with violence or 
death, become targets of smear campaigns with severity of said campaigns ranging from the relatively harm-
less “fake news” comments of US President Trump to the blacklisting of certain journalists, forcibly detained 
as seen with Chui Chun-ming being beaten and arrested by police during the Honk Kong protests, censured 
and in extreme cases assassinated. 

There are also journalists such as war correspondents, who go into active conflict zones with the intention of 
covering them. While these people are generally aware of the dangers of their assignment the reality is that the 
legal and personal security afforded to them are simply not enough. In the Syrian Civil War, the number of 
war correspondent deaths rank in the hundreds.  

Other than journalists themselves, the people who allow news to happen, their sources, are also in danger. 
Raids were carried out at newspapers’ premises and at journalists’ homes. Police confiscated mobile phones 
belonging to investigative journalists. Judicial decisions granted public prosecutors access to journalists’ 
phone records. 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

Russian Federation  
In the 2015 Freedom of Press Report compiled by Reporters Without Borders Russia ranked 148th out of 179 
countries. Since 2014 a variety of anti-extremist laws were put in place that have allowed the Russian gov-
ernment to extend its already considerable influence on the media. Government application of law, bureaucrat-
ic regulation, and politically motivated criminal investigations have meant that either the press is forced to 
self-censure or be persecuted. Russian journalists have been in constant danger since the countries’ installation 
in the ’90s, with the numbers of journalist deaths since then ranging from a couple dozen to the hundreds ac-
cording to Russian and International sources with the murder of Russian journalist Anna Politkovskaya being 
the most high profile cases. Other than this Russian journalists have been assaulted, put under investigation, 
detained, prosecuted and politically pressured to prevent the coverage of controversial issues such as the situa-
tions in Crimea and Chechnya. 

Access to information has also been limited in various ways. There have been restrictions put on the internet 
and the information Russian citizens can access through it. Furthermore, the Russian government has utilized 
its laws that were meant to blacklist media outlets that included child pornography, drug-related material, and 
extremist material as a method to censure and prosecute journalists that have written anti-Russian government 
articles. Lastly, there has been a growing trend of international journalists being denied entry into the nation 
since 2011, as a method to prevent reporting on the aforementioned issues in Crimea and Chechnya. 

Turkey  
As of 2019, Turkey is still the country that has the highest amount of journalists in prison. With a renewed 
crackdown on media by the interim government, AKP, following the attempted coup in 2016, the worrying 
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trend of state influence and censorship over the media has continued. Journalists and media companies that 
have written about hot button issues like the Kurdish-Turkish Conflict, the 2016 coup attempt and corruption 
within the high-ranking members of the government were promptly suppressed by the government, mostly by 
utilizing censorship and prosecution of journalists. Assassinations and physical violence against journalists 
were also seen, as the assassinations of Metin Göktepe in 1996, Turkish-Armenian reporter Hrant Dink in 
2007 and several Syrian journalists covering the rise of DAESH in 2014 being the most prominent examples.  

The Constitution of Turkey and the Penal Code of Turkey remain as the most powerful, and commonly used 
methods in the arsenal of the Turkish government to intimidate and attack journalists. Articles 301, and 312 
that respectively list insulting the Turkish institutions and statement aimed towards inciting racial or religious 
hatred as punishable offenses have been stretched to their absolute limits by the government and have been 
used to persecute journalists. Even though these investigations rarely result in satisfactory legal action being 
taken, the intimation journalists get from the prospect of getting arrested and being put under police custody is 
enough for them to prevent from reporting on certain topics. Furthermore, these legislative method has also 
been used to suspend reporters from reporting on ongoing issues, with an example being the Gezi Park 
Protests of 2013, where 64 journalists were imprisoned, and many of the conventionally centrist newspapers 
such as Milliyet and Hürriyet participated in disinformation where they actively rejected to report on the 
protests. 

Saudi Arabia  
Saudi Arabia was ranked 169th out of 180 nations in terms of press freedom by Reporters Without Borders. In 
Saudi Arabia, printed and digital press are private, yet have close ties to the Saudi Arabian government which 
allows the government to actively participate in disinformation regarding the nations numerous human rights 
abuses. Despite this, the media freedom problem in the nation wasn’t even brought up in international circles 
until the assassination of Jamal Khashoggi. While there are numerous versions of the story, the most accepted 
is that Khashoggi, who had reported against the royal family of Saudi Arabia and faced numerous censorships 
and attacks by the Saudi Arabian government, was murdered on  the orders of Crown Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman in the Saudi Arabian consulate in Turkey by Saudi agents in an attempt to suppress his criticism of the 
American and Saudi governments. Despite the Saudi government maintaining that the death of Khashoggi 
wasn’t their fault, they have failed in providing any evidence to support that claim. An international crisis fol-
lowed, as many member states, including Turkey, Canada and the European Union called for justice, but the 
United States government failed in pressing charges and the case has since been forgotton; without the Saudis 
receiving any admonition for the murder. 

Reporters Without Borders  
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is the world’s biggest NGO specializing in the defense of media freedom. 
Their actions include publishing the Annual World Freedom Index, campaigning for awareness and support in 
regards to media freedom, providing legal and monetary support for exiled and imprisoned journalists and 
developing international partnerships to ensure global coverage. Thanks to their many partners and related 
NGO’s RSF are one of the flagbearers for continued media freedom in a world that is increasingly hostile to-
wards that idea.
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Timeline of Events 

Treaties and Events 

The Windhoek Declaration (1991) - This declaration was a result of the various crises Africa had faced dur-
ing the 1980s. The document enumerates instances of intimidation, imprisonment, and censorship across 
Africa. With a strong belief in the connection between a fully independent press and successful participatory 
democracy, the document calls for free, independent and pluralistic media throughout the world. It also asserts 
that a free press is essential to democracy and a fundamental human right. This document was initially target-
ing African journalists and media, but was later endorsed by the United Nations. 

International Declaration on the Protection of Journalists (2016) - This document was spearheaded by the 
International Press Institute, and is a declaration summarising international principles relating to the protection 
of journalists covering events in dangerous environments and victims of human rights violations. The docu-
ment focuses on the responsibilities of states and institutions involved in this field, including law enforcement 
and security forces, and judicial authorities. It is based on existing international human rights and humanitari-
an laws and mechanisms related to the protection of journalists, including resolutions, declarations, treaties, 
conventions, general comments and other statements by international organisations. 

Installation of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe ( 1975) - This document is the 
world's largest security-oriented intergovernmental organization. Its mandate includes issues such as arms 
control, promotion of human rights, freedom of the press, and fair elections. This document as helped curb 
some of the freedom of press violations across Europe through its regulations. 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

As it currently stands, none of the previously mentioned attempts have managed to curtail domestic and in-
ternational attacks on journalist to a satisfactory level, as member states that have been suspected of attacking 
journalists have either denied involvement, or done so through legal loopholes that meant that they couldn’t 
be persecuted. The problem is that many of the nations most faulty of threatening members of press only stand 

Date of Event Description of Event

10th of December, 1948 Freedom of Expression is listed as a human right in the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights.

29th of April, 1991 The Windhoek Declaration is made.

3rd of May, 1997 Third of May is declared as World Press Freedom Day.

19th of January, 2007 Hrant Dink is murdered.

9th of February, 2011 Russia’s decision to restrict access to journalist Luke Harding is reversed 
amid pressure from the OCSE.

2nd October, 2018 Jamal Kashoggi is assasinated.
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to gain from it, so despite outcries against their actions, the general impunity towards their actions by the in-
ternational community continues. 

Possible Solutions 

This is an issue that extends largely to a lack of social and legislative framework that has enough power to 
actually regulate the culprits of attacking the press. So it is imperative that an action plan is made that would 
promote a set of international or domestic laws that attempt to circumvent threats to journalists. Most agents 
attack journalists through legal means, which puts the breaks on any actual reaction, so for a solution to be 
permanent it is of utmost importance that the legislative problems are addressed. Furthermore, the increasing 
hostility towards media by the masses must be recognized by the UN and addressed considering the power the 
people have to promote investigations and actions to be taken against attacks against the press. Lastly, indi-
vidual solutions must found against the different types of threats faced by different types of journalists. For 
example, the ways an editor of a major newspaper is attacked are substantially different than the problems that 
a war correspondent or investigative journalist may face.  
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