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Introduction

The illicit production of narcotics 

has been an issue for a long period of time 

and has increased throughout the years 

until the global opium production got 

declined in Afghanistan. Around the 

world narcotics production harms the 

population in many ways, mostly 

concerning health issues and also illicit 

trafficking of the narcotics. As the global 

population rapidly increases, the demand 

for narcotics becomes a major issue in 

provoking the production sector even 

though the market for drugs are slowly 

shifting to synthetic drugs in East and 

South-East Asia. In order to prevent the

narcotics industry taking a much bigger toll on people’s lives, major actions must be taken 

toward the prevention of illicit crops. Through the years, governments have established new 

laws to overcome the issue often collaborating with the United Nations as well such as 

Afghanistan. However further actions have to be taken in the future since the numbers that 

currently presented display that the previous actions are not sufficient enough to stop this issue. 

Nearly 92% of all illicit production of opium is done in three major countries; Afghanistan, 

Myanmar and Mexico. However, coca production is the most popular in Colombia, Peru and 

Bolivia. Even though these are the hot points of production all Member States have to be alerted 

and the fields have to be closely monitored to prevent a higher increase.

Illicit drug cultivation questionnare graph.
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Definition of Key Terms

Demand:

Demand is when people ask for a certain product or service.

Synthetic drugs:

The drugs that are produced by man-made chemicals.

Trafficking:

The action of dealing with illegal substances via buying or selling.

Crop Eradication:

This is a method used to eliminate the production of narcotics. The poppy crops are destroyed 

prior to the harvest in the fields. This can be done either manually or mechanically.

Illicit:

An action or product that is not allowed by law or the government.

Cultivation:

Is to grow/produce goods in a field.

General Overview

The Demand For Narcotics

First of all, in order to further understand and fully overcome the issue of the production 

of narcotics, one must be aware of the demand for it and its relation to the supply. According to 

the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime’s (UNODC) World Drug Report 2019, more than a 

quarter of a billion people in the world use drugs, which explains the high demand around the 

globe. However, as the market for synthetic drugs grows, the suppliers are more likely to reduce
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Opium cultivation field.
their production according to their region. Also, it is 

very important to take of the geographical status of 

a country into consideration while analyzing drug 

reports. Since the market is mostly dependent on 

the population, the competing markets and the 

demand of specific narcotics. While users of both 

opioids and cannabis in Asia increases, Europe 

shows that the demand for opioids has experienced 

a higher increase. This shows that if the demand 

can’t be stopped it is virtually impossible for the 

narcotics production to stop.

The production of narcotics

This brings light to another issue. Countries that have a higher demand for narcotics or have less 

law enforcements and monitoring tend to have the most illicit production of crops. For instance, 

when the poppy production in 2018 got declined, Afghanistan’s production dropped by 20% 

overall. However, the production of cannabis in other countries continued to increase due to the 

demand. When it comes to coca, the hotspots are in South America. Leading the production is 

Colombia, which has the 70% of the coca bush production by area. However, Colombia was not 

always the first in rankings. Through the years, the actions that the government took such as 

enforcing tighter laws and manual eradication accompanied with other methods helped 

decrease the area of the bushes between 2007-13 before it got out of hand again. Now Colombia 

remains as the number one coca producer. Following Colombia comes Peru and Mexico. This is 

also crucial for foreign affairs since the narcotics produced in Latin America gest trafficked to 

neighboring countries. Overall the narcotics production sector is mainly done in certain areas in 

the world that must be targeted while conducting solutions to overcome the issue.

Narcotics and health

The usage of drugs results in many ways and 

concerns people’s health in various aspects. The

Global Burden of Disease Study 2017 has shown 

that drugs caused 585,000 deaths globally. Also, 

other people have suffered from illnesses such as 

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), mental 

health disorders, liver cancer and more. If the 

production of narcotics is not monitored closely 

and farmers continue illicit production, more 

diseases and deaths will be seen. Therefor not 

only governments but also health organizations 

are concerned with the production of narcotics.

Drug related HIV virus in Asia
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Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Afghanistan:

The largest production of opium through 

illicit crops is located in Afghanistan, which 

makes around 82% of the global production. 

However, Afghanistan is actively fighting the 

production. The national policy of Afghanistan 

is to use the crop eradication method, which is 

mainly manually carried out by the Afghan 

Security Forces.

Myanmar:

Myanmar being the second highest producer of opium through illicit crops has recently 

dropped the area of its illicit fields in 2018. The Shan State, which is responsible of 90% of the 

poppy cultivation in Myanmar’s field area, fell by 12%, which is 4,400(ha). Myanmar has 

developed a new National Drug Control Policy with the United Nations (UN) in 2018 to change 

opium farmers’ jobs into a new sustainable project that also aims to decrease unemployment.

Peru:

Peru currently has the status of being one of the largest producers of illicit coca in the

world, which adds up to 125,000 hectares. Peru’s National Commission for Development and

Life Without Drugs has an aim of eradicating 50% of its coca crops by 2021.

Colombia:

Colombia is one of the countries 

responsible for high illicit production of 

narcotics, mostly being coca bushes. Due 

to the drastic increase of coca bush 

production in Colombia, the government 

has taken action in collaboration with the 

UNODC. Their plan is to pay the farmers to 

change their products from coca bushes 

to something else.

Mexico:

Mexico being one of the biggest producers of narcotics and having borders to the United 

States of America draws a lot of attention. Since major drug trafficking takes place through 

Opium cultivation and eradication graph of Afghanistan

Coca cultivation in Columbia
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borders of Mexico and USA. This causes tension between the countries and is a crucial factor in 

foreign affairs.

Treaties and Events

Geneva Narcotics Manufacturing and Distribution Limitation Convention (1931): After a 

previous convention based in Geneva aims to stop drug trafficking did not reach its 

expectation, the League of Nations gathered this convention to address the cultivation of 

narcotics. In the end it achieved to gain more control of the manufacturing and distribution of 

narcotics .

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs (1946): Created by the Economic and Social Council, 

(ECOSOC) the commission’s aim was to assist ECOSOC during the process of monitoring the 

operations under drug control treaties. This made sure that the signatory countries were 

taking necessary measures and actions.

Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961): This convention was conducted to unify the 

legal bases on drug production and trafficking into one solid document. 73 countries attended 

this conference in New York. It is one of the first concrete international law documents in the 

narcotics history.

Special session of the General Assembly on the world drug problem (UNGASS) (2016): The 

report documented as the result of this conference included more than 100 suggestions that 

will help countries overcome their drug control problems.

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

In the previous years many actions have been carried out locally, nationally and globally 

to reduce the illicit production of narcotics. Some of them include paying farmers to change their 

products in Colombia or allocating local forces to eradicate the crops in the area manually or 

mechanically in Afghanistan. However, these were not sufficient enough due to the constantly 

growing market of narcotics. The farmers are not willing to stop their production. Therefore, 

while the production is the issue, the demand also has to be taken care of.

Possible Solutions

At this state, resolving the massive illicit production amongst the globe must be a long- 

term action. Governments have been working to overcome this issue for a long time however it 

has been observed that even though the numbers have dropped, there is still an ongoing market.

One of the things that can be done is to gather reports on where the illicit crops are 

located within the country. This could be carried out via satellite images, helicopter overviews 

and even drones after locating the possible areas. Once the reports are conducted it could be 

shared with UNODC, remaining confidential if requested, and working in order to target these
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areas. After the reports are shared there could be conferences held where delegates 

representing the country from different areas such as health, economy and etc. could address 

solemnly the issue of drug production. The conference would guide countries to take action with 

the expertise of UN officers.

Another option is to create an improved spray that will eradicate corps in collaboration 

with UNODC. Making it better than the pre-existing ones. Later on, supplying it to the local forces 

that will do annual sprayings either manually or via helicopters and drones in order to eradicate 

a major amount of the crops in a more efficient way. This would shift farmers to cultivate 

products other than narcotics and be a smoother transition for the farmers since they will avoid 

unemployment.

Bibliography

UNODC. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime World Drug Report 2019 Chapter 1. United 
Nations, 2019, 
wdr.unodc.org/wdr2019/prelaunch/WDR19_Booklet_1_EXECUTIVE_SUMMARY.pdf.

UNODC. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime World Drug Report 2019 Chapter 2. United 
Nations, 2019, 
https://wdr.unodc.org/wdr2019/prelaunch/WDR19_Booklet_2_DRUG_DEMAND.pdf.

Rubin, Barnett, and Jake Sherman. Counter-Narcotics to Stabilize Afghanistan: The False Promise 

of Crop Eradication, 2008. The Center on International Cooperation, 

cic.es.its.nyu.edu/sites/default/files/counternarcoticsfinal.pdf.

Slow, Oliver. “New Drug Policy Aims to Eliminate Myanmar’s Drugs Scourge.” Voa News, Voa 
News, 6 Mar. 2018, www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/new-drug-policy-aims-eliminate- 
myanmars-drugs-scourge.

UNODC. Myanmar Opium Survey 2018. United Nations, www.unodc.org/documents/crop- 
monitoring/Myanmar/Myanmar_Opium_Survey_2018-web.pdf.

ARMSTEAD, L. Illicit Narcotics Cultivation and Processing. United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/bulletin/bulletin_1992-01- 
01_2_page002.html#s003.



RESEARCH 

Sinha, Jay. THE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE LEADING INTERNATIONAL DRUG
CONTROL CONVENTIONS. Library of Parliament, 
sencanada.ca/content/sen/Committee/371/ille/library/history-e.pdf.

UNODC. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime World Drug Report 2017 Chapter 2. United 
Nations, www.unodc.org/wdr2017/field/Booklet_2_HEALTH.pdf.

Radwin, Max. Cocaine Production Is Spiking in Peru and Bolivia, and It Could Keep Going Up. 
World Politics Review, 9 Nov. 2018, www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/26707/cocaine- 
production-is-spiking-in-peru-and-bolivia-and-it-could-keep-going-up.

“Commission on Narcotic Drugs Newsletter.” The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, UNODC, 
www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CND/index.html.

UNODC. “World Drug Campaign.” Special Session of the General Assembly UNGASS 2016, 
www.unodc.org/postungass2016/.


