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     Dear delegates, student officers, advisors, and fellow executive board,

As the Secretaries-General of this year’s Hisar JMUN we are delighted to

welcome you all. This year, due to the COVID-19, has been a very difficult

year for us all. Even under the most pressing circumstances, we are so

happy to have you all with us. Our theme this year is “Combating

Polarization in Times of Global Crisis” and especially this year we believe

that this theme is very important. With everything that has happened in

2020, from the political tensions with Iran and the USA to the Covid-19

pandemic, we have become more polarized than ever. This is why, as this

year executive team, we believe it to be essential that we come together

and listen to each other. Even though at times we may hold opposing

thoughts, it is essential for us to focus on the main issue: finding a

solution. We believe that these 3 days will help all of you become more

knowledgable and more confident. We wish you a very fruitful

conference.
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Global Polarization and World Leaders
BEGÜM BULGURLUOĞLU
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From the US to Poland and Turkey, polarization is tearing at the seams of democracies worldwide. At this point, it's a
global problem. At times of global crisis, increases in global polarization are expected. One of the most common
consequences of the global crisis is political polarization. Political polarization is the separation of political views to
ideological extremes. Polarization can benefit democracy up to a point, but when it becomes too widespread, so that
whole swaths of the populace refuse to accept each other's viewpoints, democratic mechanisms for addressing social
problems are thwarted.  A shared characteristic of polarized countries is the common traits of their leaders. Leaders
like Recep Tayyip Erdoğan(Turkey), Andrzej Duda (Poland), and Donald Trump (USA) are all often decisive and strong-
minded. They tend to compel radical changes, for example, the total ban on abortion in Poland. Polarization also
damages societies and human relations. For example, in Turkey, Almost eight out of ten people don't want their
daughter to marry someone who supports the political party they despise. Almost three-quarters claim they will not
do business with such a person.

In the United States, as we saw even more clearly in the election months, people are divided into groups-mainly
democrats and republicans-. The coronavirus arrived in the United States at a high point of political polarization: the
final stages of President Donald Trump's impeachment process, which culminated in years of increasing partisan
acrimony between Democrats and Republicans, as well as widening societal divides. Trump has constructed his
coronavirus narrative around his preferred partisan targets, eschewing any unifying language about the harm that
COVID-19 has caused on hundreds of thousands of Americans. He has slammed the media, accusing them of
exaggerating the crisis to sabotage his reelection bid. This divisive leadership style, which conservative media have
bolstered, has led to a partisan divide among Americans on many aspects of the crisis, such as opinions on masks and
freedom restrictions (lockdowns). Another topic people have diverse opinions on is Climate Change.  As the
coronavirus consumes everybody's attention, the climate issue has been crowded off the agenda. Trump has called
climate change a "hoax" multiple times. In 2017, he even pulled the US out of the Paris Agreement. Even though 97%
of the scientists say that climate change is real and anthropogenic, only 45% of people believe it is a serious problem.
Climate change has been the topic of many debates and created two main groups: those who believe in climate
change and those who don't.

 
World leaders are supposed to play a big role in defeating polarization and bringing countries together. When they
act oppositely and divide the country into groups, they create inequalities; polarization becomes a problem. To reduce
polarization, legal or judicial intervention may be used. "Hatred, anger, and violence can destroy us: the politics of
polarization is dangerous" -Rahul Gandhi.
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Polarization is one of the biggest threats society faces today. While it is a more modern issue, not many people know
what it is and what it's doing to countries. Polarization is, at its core, the growing gap between political views,
ideologies, etc. While many nations suffer from being kept at bay for civil war, the US is the biggest victim of
polarization. Both because of its mass effect on the rest of the world and also as a reason for its massive population, it
was inevitable. One of the biggest contributors to this effect, which is often overlooked, is mass media. Not just from
the U.S but from all over the world.

How polarization works is when two sides of a conflict, whether it be about politics or color supremacy, drive further
and further away from each other, progressively getting more violent with their attacks and opinions about the other
side. A prime example is a presidential debate concerning America's last election. The polarization was so severe that
one side of the conflict invaded the Capitol, and chaos ensued. Another case of polarization in the modern ages is the
civil war in Yemen that has been ongoing since 2014. While most don't know about it, it's one of the longest civil wars
in history. Initially, Yemen's people were supposed to go through a political transition for more stability, given that
they're one of the poorest countries in the Arabian Peninsula, but it didn't go as planned. There was a grave difference
in the citizens' views, and it's been going on for years with no hope of resolution on the horizon. But can a single
disagreement cause such big problems in an entire country? Not usually. What fans the flames is modern day's
biggest saboteur: mass media. It's deceived, baited, and used the public to its advantage multiple times. Many have
been exposed. Most have never been. It's subconsciously penetrating people's minds and feeding them biased
opinions.

Media today can come in all sorts of different shapes; news, blogs, social media, even songs. And while it can be used
against polarization, it rarely is. For example, during 2020's "Black Lives Matter" movement, there were countless
articles on police brutality and hate crimes during the activities. While it is important to expose crimes and shed light
on the truth, the positive news didn't get nearly as much attention. For example, Janaya Future Khan's speech was
hardly covered, and the Survival Fund barely got heat compared to all the other news. This is a common example of
governments using mass media to promote their propaganda while silencing incidents that are inconvenient to their
agenda. 

 This year's theme for Hisar JMUN is polarization. This issue has been silently sailing under all our noses for far too long.
Stopping polarization is all about unity and putting an end to biased views, hate, and alienation. We can't be together
this year as we were before, but we can try.
 

Polarization in Mass Media
LAL ACAR



Meet Our Executive Team!

@hisarjmun https://www.hisarjmun.org



Puzzles

The United Hates of America:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/10/30/polarization-
books-trump-election/
Responding to Europe's Political Polarization:
https://www.strategie.gouv.fr/english-articles/responding-europes-
political-polarization

Articles to Read:

Dimensions of Polarization in Turkey 2020:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdrpWOqv3ds
Affective polarization across parties: why do people dislike some
parties more than others?:
https://ceu.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Embed.aspx?
id=18b7f4d0-c0a0-4899-bc43-ac5b00d3822e

Online Seminars to Watch

The Song From our Theme Video:

Why Can't We Be Friends-War


