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Introduction 

The Middle East has been an active site of conflict since the separation of Palestine in 1948. To this day, 
despite the Oslo Accord and the two-state solution, this conflict between the Arab states and Israel over 
territorial claims of East Jerusalem and Syrian Golan continues, forcing individuals living there to flee 
their country to protect their wellbeing amid the destruction in the region. Besides harming their sense of 
identity, the refugee status Arab citizens hold limits their rights over the land and prevent them from 
engaging in trade, creating inequality of economic income within the region. Although the conflict is 
between the governments of different nations, the citizens —in particular the Arab population— remain to 
be the ones most affected by its social and economic consequences. Currently, the nations involved in this 
conflict are polarized to a point where the Israeli government established checkpoints and walls at its 
borders. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, JMUN 2021’s theme of “Combating Polarization in Times of 
Global Crises” becomes even more important as the conditions citizens face worsen. 
 
Definition of Key Terms 

Annexation: Annexation is the taking over of the governance and sovereignty of a nation in a formal 
way, usually by using force. 
 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT): Including the West Bank and the Gaza Strip within its bounds, 
OPT are the regions where Israel annexed during the Six-Day War. Prior to Israel, OPT was controlled by 
the British authorities. Currently, the Palestinian National Authority is the established government body 
for this territory; however, in practice, Israel is the deciding party on the laws. 
 
West Bank: Bordering Israel in the south and east, West Bank is the area located on the west of River 
Jordan. West Bank also has East Jerusalem within its borders. As an OPT, the majority of West Bank has  
been under the control of the Israeli administration since the Six-Day War. 
 
Syrian Golan: Syrian Golan (also called the Golan Heights) is a hilly region between Lebanon, Israel and 
Syria. Similar to West Bank, it has been under the governance of Israel since the Six-Day War. It also 
houses fertile soil for agricultural practices and the majority of Israel’s water sources. 
 

 



 

Refugee: Also referred to as displaced persons, refugees are citizens who were forced to flee their country 
by crossing international borders to escape conflicts within their own territory. Most of these refugees live 
in vulnerable conditions such as overpopulated camps and streets, deprived of proper nutrition and 
healthcare. Their right of return is recognized internationally. 
 
General Overview 

Historical Background of Israeli Occupation 
The Arab-Israeli War in 1948 began after the United Nations (UN) voted to separate Palestine into two— 
one part a Jewish state and the other an Arab state—in 1947. Soon after this separation, Arabs and Israelis 
began to attack each other, and the conflict continued amid the withdrawal preparations of British troops 
from the area. In response to Israel’s declaration of independence on May 15, 1948, Arab countries of 
Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon occupied East Jerusalem and other areas that were not appointed 
to Israel by the United Nations to mitigate the refugee crisis and retaliate for the violent acts of Israelis. 
This conflict continued with the active involvement of both sides until 1949, in which Israel succeeded to 
get complete control of the region from the Negev to the Egyptian border, excluding the Gaza Strip. Due 
to the mass destruction and displacement of persons it caused, the Arab-Israeli War was often referred to 
as Nakbah, meaning catastrophe, in the Arab states. 
 
The Israeli occupation of East Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan dates back to the Six-Day War in 1967. 
Before the war, Palestinian guerilla groups in Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan attacked Israel, to which the 
Israeli government responded with an airstrike that resulted in 18 deaths and 54 injuries. After Egypt, 
Jordan and Syria formed an Arab alliance in response to Israel’s actions, Israel conducted an airstrike that 
destroyed almost all of Egypt’s and Syria’s air forces, limiting the alliance’s ability to protect its 
territories. As a result, Israel easily took control of Golan Heights and warned King Hussein of Jordan to 
comply with their protocols. The Jordanian troops attempted to attack Israel nonetheless, and as a result, 
faced a counterattack that forced them to relocate from the Gaza Strip, which includes East 
Jerusalem—now annexed by Israel. Despite the calling of a ceasefire by the United Nations Security 
Council on June 7, which was accepted by all parties by June 10, a total 
of approximately 18,700 individuals—11,000 for Egypt, 6,000 for 
Jordan, 1,000 for Syria, and 700 for Israel— passed away during the war. 

 
With the Six-Day War, the dynamics of nations within the Middle East 
changed. Israel, which was now three times the size it used to be, was 
victorious, resulting in a boost in its citizens’ national pride. On the 
contrary, the economies of Arab states were harmed by the drastic loss of 
weaponry and equipment. In August 1967, the leaders of Egypt, Syria, 
and Lebanon met in Sudan to sign the Khartoum Resolution, which 
marked that there would be “no peace, no recognition, and no 
negotiation” with Israel, showing their stance of non-cooperation in this 
conflict. West Bank and the Gaza Strip, which already housed refugees 
from the Arab-Israeli War, now housed over one million additional Arab 

 



 

refugees, several hundred of which attempted to escape the Israeli occupation. 
In the conflicts that followed the Six-Day War the status of the refugee crisis in East Jerusalem and the 
Syrian Golan progressively got worse and the number of casualties increased. As the victorious party 
against the Arab States in the Yom Kippur War of 1973, Israel gained control of a larger portion of Golan 
Heights and signed an agreement with Egypt to return portions of the Sinai Peninsula they had gotten with 
the Six-Day War to the governance of Egypt. Initially an internal conflict between two Lebanese political 
parties, the Lebanon conflict turned into war after the intervention from Israeli and Syrian forces, less 
than six weeks after the Yom Kippur War. During this war, Hezbollah—a Lebanese political party and 
militant group—was created and became Israel’s main opposition after killing Israeli soldiers to force the 
government into releasing Lebanese individuals who were held captive, initiating the Second Lebanon 
War of 2006. Lasting 34 days, the Second Lebanon War resulted in over a thousand casualties and the 
forced displacement of a million Lebanese individuals. To this day, Israel administers the majority of 
West Bank, despite the 1995 Oslo Accord giving this right to the Palestinian authorities. Instead of the 
Palestinian Authority, the Gaza Strip is governed by Hamas—a militant Palestinian movement defending 
the establishment of an Islamic state in OPT—in practice. 
 

Social and Economic Struggles in Occupied Palestinian Territories 
The ever-changing geopolitical conditions in the Middle East created a socioeconomic dilemma for the 
Arab population living in OPT. A population that has agricultural practices as one of the main ways of 
creating income, Arabs in the OPT hold Palestinian identity cards and consider themselves to be 
Palestinian while being subject to Israeli law. Alongside harming their sense of belonging, this situation 
helps the Israelis to overlook the land ownership (right of benefiting from and living on land) claims 
Arabs hold, preventing the Arabs from utilizing the soil to generate income. Palestinians also have to go 
through checkpoints constantly and lose time, which puts another barrier in the way of employment and 
stabilization. Furthermore, after the Israeli occupation in 1967, the Arab population living in the Syrian 
Golan and the West Bank were forbidden from using the airport. With the ban, communications with 
other nations and trade harmed, resulting in loss of income, production, and employment opportunities. 
During the brief ceasefire between the First and Second Lebanon Wars in 2003, the economy of OPT was 
slightly stabilized with the additional mobility rights granted to citizens; nonetheless, it was still largely 
dependent on donations from external sources. The wall that was built around the West Bank by Israel 
after a mass uprising of the Arab population in OPT (also called the Second Intifada) prevented citizens 
from getting to work or school. Some Arab populations, such as the Bedouin of Area C —the largest 
section of the West Bank, according to the Oslo Accord— lived in impoverished conditions and had their 
houses demolished at midnight without prior information. 
 
Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

The Arab-Israeli conflict is driven by numerous ethnic, economic, and religious factors. The Jewish 
people of Israel and the Muslims of Palestine have been polarizing each other, with each side defending 
that the disputed territory is sacred according to their religion, and therefore, should be under their 
sovereignty. Although their differences in religion is a prominent factor in determining their stances on 
the issue, claims of ownership over the economic income opportunities in the region and the refugee crisis 

 



 

also create significant disputes in the area. In addition to Israel and the Arab League States of Lebanon, 
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and Jordan, the United States is involved in this conflict. The United States has  
attempted to mediate the conflict multiple times, with its most prominent effort in this purpose being the 
facilitation of Camp David Accord. However, it should be noted that the US has been an economic ally of 
Israel since the early 20th century, despite its encouragement of both governments to stop the conflict, 
and a supporter of the two-state solution (further elaborated on in the “Possible Solutions” section of the 
report). 
 

NOTE: Palestine does not have a set border; however, the majority of the Member States 
recognize the governance of the Palestinian authority—with the exceptions of United States and 
Israel, among a few others. During the General Assembly in 2012, Palestine was declared as a 
non-member observer state. 

 
 
Treaties and Events 

➢ 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol 
This convention has produced the document that defines the term “refugee”, underlines the rights  
given to a person that fits this definition, and determines the guidelines a state should follow to protect  
the refugees. According to the protocol of this convention, the government of Israel has the  
responsibility of protecting the rights of Arab citizens who have refugee status under Israeli  
rule; however, they have been deprived of certain rights such as land ownership, creating inequality  
between citizens living in the same region. 

 
➢ GA Resolution Titled “Question of Palestine” (A/RES/43/176) 

The General Assembly resolution of 1988 recognizes the importance of solving this conflict and proposes 
an International Peace Conference to take place for this purpose. According to Clause 2, both the 
Palestinian and Israeli authorities would participate in this conference, alongside the United States, 
France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and China (permanent states of the Security Council) who would 
observe the discussions. Additionally, the resolution asked for the Israeli government’s withdrawal from 
the OPT. 
This resolution passed with Israel and the United States voting against it. 
 
➢ Resolution titled “Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan 
over their natural resources” (A/RES/66/25)  

Once again, this General Assembly resolution of 2012 recognizes the rights of individuals living in East 
Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan, including housing and using pipelines, which the Israeli government has 
demolished. This resolution asks the Israeli government to refrain from negatively impacting the lives of 
Palestinian citizens by stopping the construction of the West Bank wall and the destruction of sewage 
pipelines. 
 
 

 

https://www.unhcr.org/1951-refugee-convention.html
https://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/8FF8AF940BEAF475852560D60046F73F
https://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/6DC9CB5A628EC869852579D50053AF1C


 

 
 
Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

Paris Protocol: Also known as the Protocol on Economic Relations, the Paris Protocol of 1994 established an 
economic model called a “customs union” which would require the merging of the Palestinian economy with 
that of Israel, to the point where Palestinian businesses had to use Israeli currencies. Despite having the goal of 
development, this customs union model made the Palestinian economy greatly dependent on Israel, and 
therefore, not resolving the issue and creating an additional repercussion that is prevalent to this day. 
 
Oslo II Accord: As the first agreement between Israel and Palestine, the Oslo Accord of 1995 is important 
because it allowed the parties to recognize each other and solve their conflict with peaceful practices; however, 
this agreement did not meet its purpose, which can be understood from the three Arab-Israeli Wars occurring 
after 1995. Although it was an attempt to built relationships between the Palestinian Authority (PA) and the 
Israeli government and to divide the West Bank to form regions with different governance, the Oslo Accord did 
not address the refugee crisis nor the land ownership issues, overlooking the socioeconomic aspect of the issue. 
 
Greater Arab Free Trade Area (GAFTA): A regional initiative consisting of 17 members of the Arab 
League, GAFTA was created in order to establish a free trade area within the Middle East. The Palestinian 
authority, which has faced economic obstacles under the Israeli rule, joined GAFTA to reduce its dependence to 
Israel and expand its market area to increase sales of agricultural products. However, it did not meet its goal due 
to the restrictions set by the Paris Protocol and restrictions on borders, which created an insufficiency in trade. 
 
 
Possible Solutions 

With the Oslo Accord, Israel and Palestine agreed on a two-state solution, which means that the entirety of the 
disputed region, including East Jerusalem and West Bank would be divided into two, with Jewish people living 
in Israel and Palestinians living in Palestine. Measures shall be established to properly execute the proposed 
two-state solution since that is the most realistic way the Arab population (as well as the Israelis) can be 
relieved from the constant social struggles they face. Considering that donor aid can prevent the establishment 
of a sovereign economic model, Palestine should either accept donations in a different form or put stricter 
regulations on its donations. However, delegates should also keep in mind that the transition process from a 
dependent to a sovereign economy will not be easy; therefore, delegates are advised to specify the additional 
measures that would be put in place during this transition if they want to include such a clause in their 
resolution. Finally, and most importantly, the rights of refugees and persons affected by the conflict should 
always be kept in mind through policies that protect the populations’ right to life. 
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