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Introduction 

Thousands of Malians are now on the streets, protesting due to the extreme poverty, protracted conflict, 
and pervasive corruption prevalent in their country. The Mali War is an international military conflict that 
began between Africa's northern and southern parts of Mali in January 2012. Since 2012, Mali has been 
recovering from what appeared to be a spontaneous outbreak of armed conflict at first, which finally 
contributed to France's military response. The dispute was framed at that moment largely as a fight 
against the rise of radical Islamism which is still ongoing. In fact, in Northern and Central Mali, violence 
and instability are rampant. Since 2016, attacks by militant groups who are not parties to the peace deal of 
2015 have increased. In 2019, more than 200,000 individuals were freshly displaced due to growing 
violence in the central and northern regions.In order to properly grasp the complexities, more 
international community players now accept that other viewpoints need to be taken into account. This 
conflict was generally due to the religious, ethnic, and economical differences between the two regions. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Islamism: Islamism is not a manifestation of the Muslim religion or an expression of the piety of 
Muslims. Rather, it is a political ideology that aims to gain authority from Islam. The term can refer to 
various types of social and political activism which advocate that Islamic values should govern public and 
political life or, more precisely, movements calling for the full implementation of sharia. Sharia briefly is 
an Islamic canonical law that is centered on the Koran's teachings, both religious and secular obligations 
and occasionally retributive punishments for lawbreaking. 

Colony: A territory or region under the total or partial territorial rule of another country and populated by 
that country's settlers. 

Ceasefire: Agreement, normally between two armies, to avoid fighting to prepare for peace discussions. 

General Overview 

The underfunding and the dynamic security climate, affect aid efforts. At the local level though, resources 
remain to broker access to neighborhoods in need. Although humanitarians can do little to alleviate 
certain risks, especially those raised by terrorists, through deeply localized agreements with community 
power brokers, they can increase access to certain areas. In Mali, there is no solely military solution to the 
problem. Moreover, while international humanitarian assistance has to be improved, the residents of Mali 
still need a government that is willing and capable of addressing the needs of its people. The state must 

 



 

resolve the grievances at the center of the dispute and, in a prompt and clear way, enforce the provisions 
of the peace agreement. Now with the Coronavirus, civilians are experiencing extreme poverty and an 
increased amount of unemployment. Mali experienced decades of turmoil after achieving independence 
from France in 1960. This turmoil was mainly based on the lack of infrastructure when reaching 
independence. While the bulk of the population remains in the south, in 1963, 1990, and 2006, Tuareg 
and Arab groups rebelled against the government in the sparsely inhabited north, seeking to obtain 
sovereignty for the area they called Azawad. By consistently asserting territorial claims and targeting the 
Malian government and foreign security forces, crippling the government and attempting to destabilize 
neighboring nations, various groups, including Islamist insurgent groups, have taken advantage of the 
government's failure to maintain authority over northern territories. The new crisis in Mali started at the 
beginning of 2012, with a fourth uprising in the north by the Tuareg separatist party, the National 
Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA). A collection of Islamist militant groups, Ansar Dine, 
al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and the Movement for Solidarity and Jihad in West Africa, 
sponsored the MNLA, and the groups together pushed to take over the region in the north. In March 2012, 
in a military coup carried out by the Malian army, then-President Amadou Toumani Toure was deposed 
as outrage spread over the government's reaction to the uprising. In the capital of Bamako, chaos and 
infighting created by the power vacuum allowed the MNLA and Islamist groups to rapidly capture 
territories. MNLA and AQIM are both Islamists groups backed up by several anonymous groups and 
countries. Afghanistan was a known supporter of AQIM which shows similarity with Mali in the aspects 
such as them both being colonies with conflict in the Sahel region. The groups occupied almost all of the 
territories in the north by April 2012 and proclaimed independence.  

However, the coalition between the MNLA and the Islamist parties was short-lived; the MNLA split with 
Ansar Dine and AQIM in June 2012 over the Islamists' drive to enforce northern Sharia rule. In Timbuktu 
and Gao, Islamists took influence, smashing shrines and enforcing a harsh interpretation of Islamic law. 
The French military intervened in January 2013 at the request of the Malian government, sending ground 
forces and conducting an air campaign to drive back the militants, as Islamist groups started advancing 
into the center of the country. France continues to lead the war in Mali through Operation Barkhane 
(Operation Berkhane, initiated on August 1, 2014, is a continuing anti-insurgency operation conducted by 
the French military targeting Islamist movements in the Sahel region of Africa), and three thousand troops 
have been mobilized since July 2014 to protect civilians and assist the efforts of local militaries. 

The Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission of the United Nations in Mali (MINUSMA) was 
also established in April 2013 to tackle extremism in the region. More than thirteen thousand UN 
peacekeepers remain deployed in Mali and, due to the large number of attacks on peacekeepers, 
MINUSMA has been named the most risky UN mission. The war against militants has instead culminated 
in the expansion of militancy to countries around the Sahel, despite increased foreign participation. 
France and the Community of Five for the Sahel (G5) countries in February 2017: Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Mali, Mauritania, and Niger. The formation of the G5 Sahel Army, a strong counter-terrorism force aimed 
at countering terrorist groups with an extended mission to cross borders in the Sahel region, has been 
announced; multinational forces started operations in October 2017. The U.S. military has also expanded 

 



 

its presence in the Sahel, sending about 1,500 soldiers to the area and establishing a drone base in Niger to 
act as a hub for strikes across West and North Africa against gangs. 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

Mali: Mali has dealt with a major conflict between its North and South regions due to the economic, 
social, and religious differences. On August 18, growing tensions spilled over into a riot, leading to 
President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita's resignation. Three months of demonstrations accompanied this 
dramatic series of events, calling for Keita's resignation. As the nation deals with an intractable uprising 
and eight years of chaos, frustration at the inability of the government to settle violence, respect 
democratic standards, and provide basic services brought civilians and the military to their boiling point. 
What will follow in Mali in the coming months could have a big effect on the country's independence and 
on the security of the Sahel.  

France: In 2012, in Mali, its former province, France carried out air strikes attacking Islamist camps and 
mobile units to stop a separatist offensive and to "safeguard" Mali's life. President François Hollande said 
France needed to "destroy" the Islamists or, if possible, take them hostage. This intervention from France 
was after the Malian government asked for political and military support. 

Burkina Faso, Chad, Mauritiana, Niger: France and the Group of Five for the Sahel (G5) countries, 
Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger, declared in February 2017 the formation of the G5 
Sahel Army, a 5,000-strong counter-terrorism force aimed at countering terrorist groups with an extended 
mandate to cross borders in the Sahel region. 

Al-Qaeda in the Maghreb: AQIM succeeds the Salafist Party for Preaching and Fighting, which 
originated out of Algeria's Armed Islamic Group, itself a result of the civil war in Algeria. Until the 
beginning of 2012, they numbered just a few hundred, but they are seasoned fighters, some of whom have 
received military training in Afghanistan. After the occupation of the North, their numbers have possibly 
risen. 

Timeline of Events 

 

March 21st 2012 The Malian coup d'état of 2012 began on 21 March that year, when rebellious 
Malian troops, displeased with the Tuareg uprising, invaded many locations in 
the capital of Bamako, including the presidential palace, state television, and 
military barracks. 

January 2013 In 2012, in Mali, its former province, France carried out air strikes attacking 
Islamist camps and mobile units to stop a separatist offensive and to 
"safeguard" Mali's life. President François Hollande said France needed to 
"destroy" the Islamists or, if possible, take them hostage. Islamists have 
warned that French armies would be bogged down for years. 



 

 

Treaties and Events 

MINUSMA: MINUSMA is the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in 
Mali which is a peacekeeping mission launched by the United Nations in Mali on 25 April 2013. With 
aims of "supporting political processes in the country and carrying out a number of security-related tasks” 
(MINUSMA), MINUSMA was established by the UN Security Council Resolution 2100 to help alleviate 
issues within Mali after the 2012 Tuareg rebellion. You can find more about MINUSMA at 
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/mission/minusma. 

Accord Pour La Paix Et La Réconciliation Au Mali Issu Du Processus D’Alger: Accord Pour La Paix 
Et La Réconciliation Au Mali Issu Du Processus D’Alger (Agreement For Peace And Reconciliation In 
Mali Resulting From The Algiers Process) is a peace treaty signed on February 20, 2015 that aims to 
preserve humanitarian rights and guarantee peace. 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

All parties committed to an "immediate cessation" of hostilities as part of a UN-sponsored peace plan. 
During talks that started on February 20th 2015 in Algeria, the contract was signed. In January 2013, 
French and African forces intervened in Mali to combat the southern advance of al-Qaeda-linked militants 
into Bamako, the capital. The terms of the ceasefire say that, as the AFP news agency put it, both parties 
intended to “tackle the causes of lasting tensions in the region.” The representatives of Mali have opposed 
sovereignty, but are able to take into account devolved local powers.  

Disputants require the assistance of a third party to have a good negotiating resolution, which would 
create a stable atmosphere for negotiations, promote fruitful dialogue and help them decide the best 
course of action. (Mayer 271) Algeria, sponsored by ECOWAS (Economic Group of West African 
States), AU (African Union), UN (United Nations), EU (European Union) and ICO (Islamic Cooperation 
Organization), as well as Mauritania, Niger, Chad, Burkina Faso, and Nigeria, was the third party 
mediator. Under the Algiers Agreement, more than 70 articles were accepted by both sides, including the 
principles and obligations of the opposing parties for the permanent settlement of disputes, the 
establishment of a participatory institutional structure, adequate central state representation, the 
organisation of local elections, the adoption of the DDR (Disarmament, Demobilization, Reintegration) 
and the SSR (Security Sector Reform), the introduction of a programme for sustainable growth, and so 

 

25 April 2013 By Security Council resolution 2100 of 25 April 2013, the United Nations 
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) was 
set up to support democratic processes in that country and to carry out a range 
of security-related activities. 

February 20th 2015 As part of the UN-sponsored peace agreement, both sides have agreed to the 
"immediate cessation" of hostilities. The contract (Accord Pour La Paix Et La 
Réconciliation Au Mali Issu Du Processus D’Alger) was signed during talks 
that began in Algeria on February 20, 2015. 

http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/2100
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/mission/minusma


 

forth. Mediators and donors committed to financially and institutionally support this arrangement on a 
three-month schedule, on the basis of guidance by an independent oversight committee. 

The United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali to Assist Mali was set up 
prior to the Algiers Accord in 2013 The United Nations Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) mandated the 
following tasks:  

➢ ceasefire 
➢ good offices and reconciliation 
➢ protection of civilians and stabilization 
➢ promotion and protection of human rights 
➢ humanitarian assistance and projects for stabilization 
➢ protection 
➢ safety and security of United Nations personnel, 
➢ support for cultural preservation 

The choice of representative for infighting did not show the on-the-ground fact. Any individuals have 
been removed or have excused themselves from the deal. Opponents are being corrupted and praised by 
both sides. As indicated by the war mapping, some of the rebel factions have already been recovered by 
terrorists and other malignant groups. 

Possible Solutions 

The general issue facing Northern and Southern Mali today originated from the ethnic, religious and most 
importantly, economic differences within the two regions. The strong dependency of the economy on a 
few primary industries and sectors rising unemployment has arisen from ongoing institutional failures. 
The progressive drop in the national poverty headcount figure masks a rise in the degree of poverty. The 
absolute number of poor people in the world and the persistence of poor regions in the north. 
Furthermore, the food shortage that followed worsened the conflict. A world trade organization and world 
bank initiative to increase investment into northern Mali with the objective of closing the economic gap 
within the country and developing resources could be useful for the national economy to decrease the 
monetary differences between the two regions. Another solution, though not a direct key to the issue, 
providing civilian and governmental protection is vital. The stability of the generally unstable region of 
northern Mali could be achieved by increasing the supply of UN peacekeeper corps at a sufficient level to 
safeguard and protect economically valuable areas and assets such as oil and mineral resources and their 
respective extraccion sites, high production farmland and livestock farms etc. As stated before, a major 
issue affecting the dispute between Northern and Southern regions of Mali is the food crises. To eliminate 
the dispute one step at a time, the food crisis needs to be resolved. To do so, farmlands could be increased 
and the ones already existing could be used more efficiently. This would help with the food crises while 
simultaneously helping the economy. 

Another Great Source: "The roots of Mali's conflict - Clingendael Institute." 12 Jul. 2020, 
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/The_roots_of_Malis_conflict.pdf. 

 

https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/The_roots_of_Malis_conflict.pdf
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