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I. Background Information on South Sudan 
South Sudan, also called Southern Sudan, is a country located in northeastern Africa. Its rich               

biodiversity includes lush savannas, swamplands, and rainforests that are home to many species of              

wildlife. Prior to 2011, South Sudan was part of Sudan, its neighbour to the north. South Sudan’s                 

population, predominantly African cultures who tend to adhere to Christian or animist beliefs, was long at                

odds with Sudan’s largely Muslim and Arab northern government. South Sudan’s capital is Juba. South               

Sudan was settled by many of its current ethnic groups during the 15th–19th centuries. After the Sudan                 

region was invaded in 1820 by Muḥammad ʿAlī, viceroy of Egypt under the Ottoman Empire, southern                

Sudan was plundered for slaves. By the end of the 19th century, Sudan was under British-Egyptian rule.                 

Although the north accepted British rule relatively quickly, there was greater resistance in the south.               

Because of this, British energies in the north were free to be directed toward modernization efforts,                

whereas in the south they were more focused on simply maintaining order, leading to a dichotomy of                 

development between north and south that continued for several decades. After Sudan became             

independent in 1956, numerous governments over the years found it difficult to win general acceptance               

from the country’s diverse political constituencies, especially in the south. An early conflict arose              

between those northern leaders who hoped to impose the vigorous extension of Islamic law and culture to                 

all parts of the country and those who opposed this policy. The latter group included the majority of                  

southern Sudan’s population, many of whom were already up in arms over fears that the south would be                  

further marginalized by the northern-based government; those fears led to a lengthy civil war (1955–72).               

The Addis Ababa Agreement of 1972 ended the conflict only temporarily, and in the next decade                

widespread fighting resumed with the second civil war (1983–2005). 

II. Previous Attempts of South Sudan at Resolving the Issues 

A. Curbing the Anglophone Crisis in Cameroon: 

● On February 5, 2018, the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) opened the            

second round of talks between the South Sudanese government and rebel groups under the High               

Level Revitalization Forum (HLRF). The HLRF has attempted to bridge this gap by widening              

participation to eight armed groups, the government of South Sudan, and some civil society              

organizations. The HLRF has achieved mixed results so far. Following its first meeting in              



 
December 2017, the government of South Sudan and eight South Sudanese armed groups signed              

a cessation of hostilities agreement that entered into force on December 24. 

● Since then, there has been little support for secessionist movements in Africa. Eritrea and South               

Sudan were able to become independent states and many African countries support Western             

Sahara’s quest for self-determination. Its track record in conflicts mixed. It did well in managing               

the conflict in South Sudan. 

● To better understand how the pandemic is interacting with atrocity risks and ultimately to              

improve the response to these convergent issues, the US Holocaust Memorial Museum and             

Refugees International convened a group of civil society leaders and researchers to discuss how              

COVID-19 has impacted atrocity prevention efforts in Cameroon and South Sudan. 

 

B. The question of the Central African Republic Civil War: 

● The late John Garang who led the South Sudan Liberation Army to the negotiation tables settled                

the case for the country’s long-awaited future. Thanks to the agreement for cessation, he became               

the vice president of Sudan and first ever president of South Sudan whose independence at the                

time was pending. Moreover, he had been able to secure an agreement with northern Sudan               

through the Comprehensive Peace Agreement which gave South Sudan the chance to become             

independent through a referendum that was to be organized six years after the signing of the                

peace deal. 

● It should be highlighted that the current war in South Sudan is not new because internal ethnic                 

dissensions have been eroding the country before it gained its independence. Shulika and             

Okeke-Uzodike witnessed that “South Sudan has witnessed localized inter-ethnic conflicts, most           

notably arising from disputes rooted in grazing land, cattle raiding and access to natural              

resources.” 

● The war in the C.A.R is more religious than ethnic as it is in South Sudan. The Muslim minority                   

in South Sudan is not the target of either rebel or government forces rather it’s who agrees with                  

each of the politicians that are targeted. Whereas in the C.A.R. it’s the Muslim minority that                

suffers the most. 

 

C. Taking measures to combat child mortality in Central Africa: 

● South Sudan has been involved in two civil wars. Due to the conflict, serious violations against                

children's rights, such as lack of access to food and health services, recruitment of children into                



 
armed groups, killing or injuring of children, school dropouts, and severe poverty, have been              

documented. 

● South Sudan ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in 2015                

making the country the 195th state to ratify the convention. South Sudan has ratified other key                

international treaties aimed at protecting children from abuse and neglect, such as the Optional              

Protocols on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography and on the              

Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts (UN Treaty Body Database, 2020). 

● The Child Act 2008 provides a comprehensive legal framework for realizing child rights in line               

with international law and sets out the rights and duties of all parties responsible for the care of                  

children (The Child’s Rights Civil Society Coalition, 2016). Additionally, the government has            

developed a new Labour and Employment Bill which sets out the minimum age for employment,               

addresses the worst forms of child labour and the terms and conditions under which children over                

the age of 14 years are not exposed to such as poor working conditions and disregard for health                  

and safety measures. Furthermore, it has developed the Policy for Children Without Caregivers             

(The Child’s Rights Civil Society Coalition, 2016). 

● Active measles transmission is ongoing in Ikotos, Budi, Aweil South and Maban (UNICEF South              

Sudan, 2019) which is why reactive vaccination campaigns are being implemented in these             

counties to control the outbreak spread. 

● In 2018, 2,678,863 people (1,161,446 children under the age of five) received life-saving             

treatment mainly for malaria, pneumonia and diarrhoea (UNICEF, 2018). Cases were managed            

through community programming and UNICEF. Partners strengthened case management by          

training front-line health workers about childhood illness and improved the community case            

management system. This enabled 920,870 children to access malaria, pneumonia and diarrhoea            

treatment (UNICEF, 2018). 

 

III. Objectives, Aims and Possible Solutions Proposed by South Sudan On 

the Issues 

A. Curbing the Anglophone Crisis in Cameroon: 

● If the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) can allow the people of South Sudan can hold a                 

referendum to decide on their future. Mr. Yamamoto. And ultimately and, Congressman, as you              

look at the continent of Africa, if you look at areas where you have the crisis of DRC, South                   



 
Sudan, and even in Cameroon--and there is no comparison of DRC or South Sudan--but these are                

political issues as well.  Political decisions can resolve and meet the problems, even in Cameroon. 

● In this section, panelists should focus on how they plan on solving the issues on the APQCA’s                 

agenda as well as elaborating on any national or organizational interests their            

country/organization might have regarding the issues. If your country/organization has any           

relevant diplomatic documents on the issues, please mention them under this section. 

● Over the next couple of years, the South Sudanese elections will be an important milestone in the                 

peaceful resolution of the conflict--though they also have the potential to be seriously             

destabilizing. 

 

B. The question of the Central African Republic Civil War: 

● Since Central Africa is bordered by South Sudan in the east, South Sudan has been               

geographically close to the event.  

● Further deterioration of the security environment will increase sectarian violence and spillover            

will continue to destabilize the region, posing challenges to ending the conflicts in neighboring              

South Sudan. 

● Seeing that South Sudan has suffered generations of ethnic tensions, it’s left to see what the                

government has to do to not only to solve the problem but also to find a lasting solution for the                    

current social fractionalization. More so, it will be good to adopt policies that will fill in the gaps,                  

and reduce the continuous armament of ethnic groups who see guns as the only way to maintain                 

their status quo. Though practicing politics in Africa is very difficult because all ethnic groups               

must be represented in the government at least to some degree, it’s worth highlighting that the                

majority and most prominent ethnic groups as a way of limiting ethnic tensions, must make               

concessions, and practice meritocracy instead of relinquishing all major positions to tribe’s men             

as Bayart mentioned: “it’s our time to chop”. 

 

C. Taking measures to combat child mortality in Central Africa: 

● The world’s youngest nation must fully implement the Convention on the Rights of the Child               

(UNCRC) to achieve its potential and to transform South Sudanese children’s lives. 

● With access to safe and quality healthcare facilities, midwives and proper nutrition before and              

after pregnancy, mothers can be in better means of having children that survive after birth. It is an                  

occurrence that would decrease the alarming rate of infant mortality in South Sudan. 



 
● Pneumonia is among the top fatal diseases of children under five in South Sudan. Solutions to                

prevent, diagnose and treat pneumonia are well known. The Government of the Republic of South               

Sudan, the Ministry of Health, UN agencies and the donor community need to join efforts to                

combat pneumonia through Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and equitable access to quality            

primary and community health care. 
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