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Introduction 

As the coronavirus situation continues, it has been understood that the healthcare sector needs to be 
equally accessible by everyone. As this year’s Hisar JMUN conference has a theme of combating 
polarization in times of global crisis, the impact of the current coronavirus crisis to the healthcare sector 
in terms of equality for everyone is inherently a subject that should be examined. Polarizing the health 
sector actually implies to make it less accessible for lower classes from an economic point of view. With 
new economic theories and policies such as neoliberalism, healthcare sectors are being privatized in many 
Member States for economic ambitions. As this happens, if public hospitals lose quality of service, 
technological equipment, and experienced healthcare providers, the health sector becomes less accessible 
to the poor. In case of the presence of little to no public hospitals at all, there will not obviously be any 
equality. This also raises an ethical problem because it creates a breach of human rights when Member 
States fully monetize human life by allowing almost full privatization in the health care sector and not 
support the ones who do not have enough money to cover their health expenditures. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Healthcare: Healthcare is the maintenance or improvement of health via the prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment, recovery, or cure of disease, illness, injury, and other physical and mental impairments in 
people. Health care is delivered by health professionals and allied health fields (Wikipedia).  

Privatization: Privatization means the transfer of ownership, property or businesses from the government 
to the private sector. For the healthcare sector, in the majority of states, there is no fully state regulated or 
owned healthcare sector. However, for this sector, privatization more likely means the loss of public 
hospitals and healthcare facilities. In many of the developed states, the 
public has access to both private and public hospitals; both offer 
adequate service. With privatization, there would be no access or a lack 
of access to the public facilities, making healthcare harder to receive and 
less affordable for needy people.   

Neoliberalism: Neoliberalism was built on the classical liberalism of the 
18th century and defence of individual liberty, protecting private 
property and the freedom of markets from external interference--taxes, 
levies, regulations--as much as possible (BBC). It was developed in the 
mid-1930s by an economist called Freidrich Hayes. Neoliberalism 
intended to assess a philosophy to each market and it hoped to look at             Neoliberalism popular figures  

 



 

the transactions of daily life, our daily behaviours through the eyes of a market (BBC). Neoliberalism is 
an entire mindset of approaches to the way that the state and market interact with our aspirations. It 
emphasizes “privatization over state control as the best way to deliver public services'' (BBC). This has 
long been compared to Keynesianism, which is another set of macroeconomic theories that are explained 
below. Former prime minister Margaret Thatcher from the UK, former president Ronald Reagan from the 
USA and former dictator president of Chile, Augusto Pinochet led the way in embracing the notion of 
neoliberalism (BBC). So, it can be said that neoliberalism puts corporations above nations. As a very 
important factor, neoliberalism favours shifting away from state welfare provision, the provision of 
facilities that are necessary for the wellbeing of citizens by the state. This is something that is crucial for 
the healthcare systems in each Member State. It is a direct sector for the wellbeing of citizens and if a 
nation shifts away from state welfare provision, it also makes it reduce state covering for the healthcare 
system. Overall, neoliberalism  can be characterized as a theory which favors free market trade, 
deregulation of financial markets, mercantilism and the shifting away from state welfare (a system 
whereby the state undertakes to protect the health and well-being of its citizens) provision.  

Keynesianism: Also developed in the 1930s by John Maynard Keynes, Keynesianism is a 
macroeconomic theory that advocates for increased government expenditures and lower taxes to stimulate 
aggregate demand and pull the global economy out of the depression (Barnier). It really focuses on using 
active government policy to manage demand in order to address or prevent economic recessions 
(Barnier). 

Stagflation: This is a worst-case-scenario for a nation’s economy. Unemployment rates, inflation, and/or 
the rate of increase in product prices are all high. On top of these financially-dangerous events, the 
economic growth rate slows. Public sector strikes and worries of stagflation in the 1970s are what made 
neoliberalism popular (BBC).  

General Overview 

As many industries like the airline industry started to be deregulated and the activism and radicalism of 
the 1960s began to die out, starting from the 1970s, neoliberalism started to become a more popular 
economic approach in many Member States. An increasing number of sectors became privatized and 
government control that was mentioned in Keynesian economics started to become less. This also has 
implications for the healthcare sector and as a recent example, by 2030, Saudi Arabia plans to adapt 
neoliberalism for its own healthcare sector by making it more privatized. With more privatization in this 
sector due to neoliberalism, the concern is about the equality of health access by all individuals within a 
Member State. On top delivering health care, privatized hospitals or other types of health sector places 
like dialysis centres have a great amount of economic interests. Therefore, the service in such privatized 
places is suitable for people who have enough money to cover these costs. With the current system, an 
approach that is able to get rid of all privatized institutions to make this sector accessible to everyone still 
seems unlikely. Many declarations that can be seen in the “Treaties and Events'' section already implies 
the importance of equality in the health sector. In order to achieve or maintain this, public hospitals need 
to maintain an equal level of service, the number of professional healthcare staff and technological health 
units. As already stated, it is already known from declarations like the UN Declaration of Human Rights 
that healthcare is a global right for all humanity. However, the government control of it is practically 

 



 

limited due to financial barriers. Private sector is being needed to reduce the price pressure on the states’ 
governments. This is actually a systematic violence of this human right because for at least some special 
treatments, many people need to apply to private hospitals directly due to their higher quality of service in 
many Member States. Since these private hospitals are after all private institutions, in many scenarios, 
there are many people who cannot get adequate treatment due to their financial lack of ability when it 
comes to covering the costly surgery, treatment, medication or healthcare prices. Moreover, social 
security also needs to be provided to all citizens without discrimination. By having this, not just free 
hospital services but other kinds of offerings like free-of-cost medicine, treatments, vaccines, and tests 
need to be provided equally to the poor as well. So, as it is up to the decision of each respective Member 
State, the main goal is not to stop the idea of neoliberalism or privatization; it is to regulate these new 
developments accordingly and make them have no negative effect for the existing public healthcare or 
social security systems in the Member States. It is hard to remove a widespread economic concept like 
neoliberalism, but the healthcare sector can be made as immune as possible to its effects. Finally, it will 
be easy to understand the general case from this example: A state allowed partial privatization of its 
healthcare and many private hospitals, health facilities took their place in the market. After a short time, 
because their main goal was always about money, private hospitals could make huge profits from the 
service they provided and this also reflected as an increase on the healthcare workers’ wages. Then, these 
private institutions could also get the advanced medical units for them. Because the state needs to care 
about so many other things alongside the healthcare sector, it became hard for the state to apply these at 
the same pace for its own healthcare facilities. Because of higher wages there, experienced healthcare 
workers started to transfer to the private sector. Eventually, even if this was not specifically intended, the 
public needed to choose private institutions in most cases due to them having better medical units and 
more experienced staff. So, this is a very likely scenario that occurs as a chain reaction in many Member 
States. Moreover, when it comes to the Member States that already have an inadequate healthcare system, 
enough measures should be taken to bring a good and equal healthcare system firstly to them. Without a 
proper healthcare system, we cannot even talk about privatization of it in such Member States. Therefore, 
through funds, in such states like Sierra Leone, an adequate public healthcare system needs to be 
established for the citizens’ use. 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

The USA: The government does not spend a big percentage of money for healthcare. Citizens generally 
need to buy their own insurances and if they cannot, they become hugely excluded. Therefore, the USA 
has the most percentage of citizens that had a cost-related problem regarding healthcare. Thankfully, there 
are some new developments for healthcare and during Obama's presidency, Obamacare or the Care Act 
was established. This aimed to make sure that affordable health insurance will be provided for everyone. 
However, it can be seen that this is not still very effective as 8% of the US population is still uninsured 
based on the 2019 data, meaning that they cannot have access to proper healthcare. 

 

United States of America Insured Citizens Percentage Chart 

 



 

The EU: European citizens can benefit from cross-border healthcare in the EU. Nearly all EU countries 
have a universal healthcare program and the system intends to take care of everyone, equally. In the EU, 
the healthcare system is still somewhat privatized, but with adequate state support for the needy through 
social welfare and its own facilities, the private healthcare institutions do not pose a big threat for 
equality. Nordic countries can be viewed as the utopia for equality of citizens in this sector. In such 
countries like Norway, little to no private hospitals are present. Hospitals with the most capacity and units 
are almost fully owned by the states. Majority of the private hospitals also have to sign contracts with the 
state. So, through state control, private healthcare facilities cannot really behave or be formed on their 
own. Therefore, this establishes a nice balance between private and public healthcare facilities. 

Underdeveloped Nations: These countries such as Sierra Leone, Myanmar or the Democratic Republic 
of Congo do not have a good healthcare system at all. In such countries, an equal and advanced system 
needs to be developed almost from nothing. Citizens suffer from limited services. The most likely case of 
it in such states is that there is a shortage of doctors, nurses and medical units in such nations. There are 
foreign aids to these Member States, but these cannot solve the problem. Instead of direct foreign aid, 
proper health institutions must directly be established through the help of the UN and effective initiatives 
must be taken in order to strengthen the workforce in the healthcare sector.  

Treaties and Events 

Treaties and declarations below all state that the right to health is a universal minimum standard of 
health to which all individuals are entitled, defining it as an essential human right. 

Constitution of the World Health Organization (WHO) (1946) 

This constitution defines the right to health as "the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health," 
and lists some principles of this right as healthy child development; equitable distribution of medical 
knowledge and its benefits; and government-provided social measures to ensure adequate health 
(Wikipedia). 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

Article 25 states that "Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being 
of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social 
services" (Wikipedia). 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966) 

The United Nations further explores the human right to health in the following quote: “The States Parties 
to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant 
to achieve the full realization of this right shall include those necessary for: 

The reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality and for the healthy development of the 
child; 

 



 

The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene; 
The prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational and other diseases; 
The creation of conditions which would assure to all medical service and medical attention in the 
event of sickness” (Wikipedia).  

 
General Comment No. 14 (2000) 

This was issued by the UN’s Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to add to the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Member States became charged with 
ensuring that all individuals do not just receive adequate health care but also stay fully healthy. So, with 
this comment, ensuring the total healthiness of citizens was once again made the responsibility of the 
Member States (Wikipedia). 
 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

All the treaties mentioned above are forms of attempts to resolve this issue. However, the current situation 
in underdeveloped countries and developed countries with no universal health care programs like the 
USA shows that these treaties or declarations were inadequate to solve the issue. On a more positive note, 
many developed nations have started to make a free Covid-19 vaccine program for all of their citizens. 
For the US, although the only progress during the Trump regime was the access to free Covid-19 testing 
and vaccination, there have been previous attempts like Obamacare to improve the situation. With 
Obamacare, mandatory insurance had been required by law. Other than this, it might also be beneficial to 
look at the example of Turkey: Although the system here is far from the perfect situation like in Nordic 
states, the best medical units and doctors can still be found in university hospitals. Almost all of the 
professors are registered within public university hospitals, but the problem is that they prefer to make 
surgeries in private hospitals that they also have an agreement with. Therefore, the existence of private 
hospitals where it is far easier to make a profit for doctors makes it impossible for the Turkish state to 
achieve an ideal solution. It is also worthy to notice the current developments like the public “City 
Hospitals'' that are being built to serve a larger number of people. As it is the aim of this committee to 
achieve this for all Member States, the current attempt in the USA is to achieve the Medicare-for-all act, 
an equal healthcare program.  

Possible Solutions 

The Nordic countries’ healthcare system can benefit the masses in a very favourable way because there is 
still a type of government regulation on private hospitals. Other states may forget the huge importance of 
the healthcare sector among other things, but the Nordic countries can easily focus on it as they are 
champions when it comes to situations like state welfare provisions. These are all wealthy states that can 
also support their own healthcare facilities to the full extent, therefore there is no significant need for 
private hospitals even if the public is also able to afford the potential costs of them. Overall, it can be said 
that an adequate healthcare system initially needs to be present in all Member States. Specific 
organizations need to be formed in order to come up with reports for each Member State. For the Member 
States that are struggling to achieve healthcare for everyone without any discrimination, there needs to be 

 



 

a collection of enough funds, programs and support mechanisms. It is worthy to note that the UN can be 
responsible to place health equipment in the underdeveloped Member States for public use. The duty of 
this committee should also include encouraging laws that will be to maintain social security, healthcare 
programs for everyone in all Member States. Regardless of the number of privatized health institutions in 
each Member State, the presence of free or affordable public hospitals, public health institutions with 
equal and adequate standards must be encouraged. 
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