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I. Background Information on Mali
Located in West Africa, Mali is one of the largest countries in

the continent. After falling under French rule around 1892, Mali became

a part of French West Africa. The territory was named French Sudan. In

1959, French Sudan proclaimed the name the Sudanese Republic and joined with the neighboring country,

Senegal to form the Mali Federation. In June of 1960, Mali Federation became independent from France.

However, the union did not last long as Senegal seceded from the Federation due to major policy

differences, after only a couple of months. With Senegal’s withdrawal, the Sudanese Republic became the

Republic of Mali on 22 September 1960. Throughout its history, Mali has faced many hardships like

droughts, corruption, coups, and a military dictatorship that lasted for twenty-three years. Nonetheless,

Mali has also been a subject of various rebellions and terrorist acts that have cost the lives of thousands

while displacing more than two hundred thousand people.

In June of 2020, protests began to surge. Due to the government’s inadequacy, the people of Mali

used their right to protest as they were displeased with alleged corruption,  handling of the ongoing

SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, floundering economy, and the management of the ongoing Islamist insurgency.

Regarding the insufficiency of the government, a bloodless coup d'etat took place. Assimi Goïta

heroically led the coup and arrested the government officials who were not capable of leading the country.

After President Keïta’s resignation, Bah Ndaw was named interim president. Unfortunately, Mali has been

unfairly punished by the international community for seeking justice. Economic sanctions were imposed

by The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) on its already suffering economy.

Moreover, Mali was suspended from Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) even though

its official language is French and has been a country that has deeply embraced the Francophone culture.

II. Previous Attempts of Mali at Resolving the Issues

A. Curbing the Anglophone Crisis in Cameroon:



● Mali has no direct relevance to the issue. As a member of the African Union (AU), Mali has taken

a neutral stance against the issue; like most other member states.

B. The question of the Central African Republic Civil War:

● For more than fifty years, Mali has effectively taken an interest in maintaining global peace and

ending conflicts by contributing to the United Nations Peacekeeping operations. Since 2015,

United Nations Police (UNPOL) officers from Mali have been deployed to Bangui, Bambari,

Kaga-Bandoro, Bria, Berberati, and Bouar for multiple purposes. They have been providing

training and mentoring across judicial, postal, recruitment, and reporting fields. Additionally, they

have been conducting patrols; partaking in quick-impact projects; directing judicial and postal

services. In 2019, Mali’s contribution to the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated

Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA) was officially recognized by

the United Nations. The officers were given medals for their prominent contribution.

C. Taking measures to combat child mortality in Central Africa:

● Since it is not located in Central Africa, Mali has no direct relevance to the issue. However, Mali

is a member of the African Development Bank (ADF) whose fourth Millennium Development

Goal (MDGs) is to reduce child mortality and Improve Maternal Health and has been working on

helping African countries develop.

III. Objectives, Aims and Possible Solutions Proposed by Mali On the Issues

A. Curbing the Anglophone Crisis in Cameroon:
● Mali suggests the immediate start of negotiations between the state and the opposing parties as

diplomacy is crucial to reach a solution. The negotiations should take place outside of Cameroon

to ensure security for all sides. The United Nations must be an intermediary between all sides and

take a neutral stance. Even though ending the crisis is the main goal, first negotiations should

discuss a potential ceasefire throughout the pandemic. If an agreement is reached, UN

Peacekeepers can be deployed throughout the conflict areas to ensure that the ceasefire is not



broken and civilians remain protected - with the permission of Cameroon. While working on

conflict prevention, Mali strongly encourages the UN to focus on stabilizing conflict-affected

areas. A collaboration between the United Nations Office of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the World Health Organization (WHO) must

take place to make medical care and humanitarian assistance accessible for civilians who have

been negatively affected by the crisis. As many have been both internally and externally

displaced, the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) must play a prominent role in

protecting the rights of these refugees. After the stabilization of conflict areas, UNHCR must

encourage refugees to return to their land and therefore help with the normalization of the

country. After normalization, indulgence and peace must be emphasized for the integration of

both cultures. Although it would take a long time, it is important to note that acceptance is one of

the key steps for the end of this conflict. Most importantly, a framework for an inclusive political

transition that respects the fundamentals of democracy is a must for the issue to end. Mali

believes that this is possible for Cameroon when the United Nations strictly tracks the process.

B. The question of the Central African Republic Civil War:
● Mali believes that this issue should be approached in two steps. Firstly, short-term objectives

should be planned. These goals must include instant humanitarian aid and ensuring the safety of

the civilians who have been neglected for almost a decade. The attention of the United Nations

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is highly required.

Monitored by OHCHR, a foundation under the name “Central African Republic Relief

Commission” must be established. This commission must be responsible for the creation of

international campaigns which will be launched for awareness, financial aid, and donations.

Donations may include clothing, books, and many miscellaneous items. With the consent of the

state, “Aid Centers” should be set throughout the areas which are controlled by the newly

established government. Donations and basic necessities like water can be distributed to the

civilians. This would increase the civil support for the new government. Aside from humanitarian

help, diplomatic solutions should not be disregarded. As a short-term solution, a neutral ground

must be set by the United Nations. Afterward, negotiations must take place with the state and the

rebel groups. However, it is essential that the state negotiates with one group at a time to prevent

cooperation between the rebel groups. The United Nations must be a mediator throughout the

negotiations. While aiming for the issue to be resolved diplomatically, Mali also suggests the idea



of gradually developing the fundamental systems of the Central African Republic as a long-term

approach. This would allow the new government to present itself as a stable authority and earn

the trust of its citizens. With the help of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization

(UNIDO), improvements in infrastructure must be made. Sustainable development should take

place. Moreover, a council for economic support under the name “Economic Support For Central

African Republic” must be created. Funded by the UN, this council must focus on finding ways

of improving the economy of the Central African Republic through conducting research and

preparing reports while aiming to create job opportunities and diversify sectors like agriculture or

mining. Lastly, Mali wishes the new government of the Central African Republic to promise

democracy and broadcast their announcement to the public.

C. Taking measures to combat child mortality in Central Africa:

● Mali believes that infant mortality is one of the most vital issues in Central Africa which requires

immediate attention. According to the Journal of Public Health Africa, the biggest factors in child

death are health-related issues such as but not limited to neonatal causes, child pneumonia,

malaria, diarrhea, HIV/AIDS, and measles. Therefore, a collaboration between WHO and United

Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) is a must. Mali believes that the UN

should focus on increasing births assisted by skilled health personnel and per capita government

expenditure on health. In order to achieve this, hospitals in the Central African region must be

inspected by a team of professionals employed by WHO. Any health personnel who are not

qualified should be removed from their position. Moreover, WHO should help hospitals get

equipped with the necessary and latest equipment and teach the employees how to use them.

Awareness must be raised amongst the public about topics such as illnesses, medication, mental

health, vaccinations. Lastly, infrastructure throughout the region must be improved with the help

of UNIDO to maximize the population who has access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation.
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