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Introduction 

With the evolving technology and globalization, the Information Age is reaching its peak. The              
internet has enabled a massive transfer of knowledge and skills. With only a click, one can reach millions.                  
This increasing development in technology has altered today’s society in multiple ways. Our lives became               
utterly dependent on technology. A day without technology means missing out on endless possibilities              
both social, economic, and educational. Now, imagine a life without it. A life where having an internet                 
connection is considered a luxury. It seems impossible, isn’t it? Especially in an era so modernized. Social                 
media creates this false belief that having an internet connection and access to technology is now                
everywhere, everyone benefits from its range of endless possibilities. But unfortunately, according to the              
statistics gathered by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) the percentage of people that are              
digitally connected was merely 53.7% worldwide, in 2019. This means that approximately half of the               
world’s population does not have the ability to benefit from many online educational resources. And with                
the newly born pandemic, the transfer of schools and educational resources from physical to online,               
completely disabled these people to exercise their right to education, and thus alienated them from the                
civilized, educated global community. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Digital Divide: Digital Divide occurs when there is a difference between nations’ technologies. These              
differences might be the absence of high-quality computers, slow internet speeds, absence of technical              
assistance.  

Broadband: A high-capacity transmission technique using a wide range of frequencies, which enables a              
large number of messages to be communicated simultaneously. Broadbands ensure practical use and             
extended power for internet connections. Broadband provides internet access that is always on and faster               
than the traditional dial-up access.  

MEDCs: More Economically Developed Countries 

LEDCs: Less Economically Developed Countries 

OECD: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) defines itself as: “a unique             
forum where the governments of 30 democracies work together to address the economic, social and               
environmental challenges of globalisation.” The OECD also works to understand and help LEDCs             
respond to new developments. OECD member states compare policy experiences, find answers to             

 



 

problems related with their countries and identify useful practices in order to globalize and develop as a                 
whole. 

General Overview 

The Digital Divide has been a global concern since the 1990s. However, the ethical roots of the                 
matter of bridging the digital divide can be found in the notion represented by Jean Jacques Rousseau’s                 
“Social Contract” (first introduced in 1762), which advocates that governments should intervene to ensure              
that any society’s economic benefits should be fairly and evenly distributed. After the Industrial              
Revolution, as the world became progressively technological, authorities made insignificant attempts to            
bridge technological inequality. However these attempts, as mentioned earlier in the previous sentence,             
were insignificant since the growth in technology accelerated at an enormous rate, these attempts to               
stabilize technological growth couldn’t keep up with the accelerating growth. Now every globalized             
citizen uses technology to access basic necessities, such as education. Classrooms have the prefix              
“Google” and homework includes watching youtube videos, and filling out Google Forms. As education              
relocated to an online platform, it became harder for students who are unable to access technological                
luxuries or internet connection, to receive a quality education. Furthermore, with the pandemic, not only               
school-administered education became entirely online, but also people now need to have access to              
technology to keep up with the world’s agenda. Thus, communities where access to the internet is a                 
luxury, became completely polarized from global society. 

Technological Growth is accelerating exponentially, and day-by-day technology is becoming          
further incorporated into routine processes. While in regions like Silicon Valley, US, MEDCs are              
reaching the technological summit, LEDCs are struggling to keep up with the accelerating growth in               
Technology. In LEDCs (such as: Eritrea, Burundi, Somalia and Niger) it’s nearly impossible to build the                
infrastructure that will eventually enable its citizens access to technology. This discrepancy is expanding              
the gap between countries, by rendering the economically and educationally developed, more developed             

 



 

and the less economically developed, invalid. And with that, LEDCs that don’t have the technological,               
educational, economical, political, and social infrastructure to keep up with the necessary changes,             
become progressively disconnected from the modern, globalized society. According to data gathered by             
World Economic Forum reporter Carmen Agg, the top 10 most disconnected countries by share of the                
population as of 2020, is as the following: 

1. North Korea (with 100% of the citizens disconnected) 
2. South Sudan (92% of the citizens disconnected) 
3. Eritrea (92% of the citizens disconnected) 
4. Burundi (90% of the citizens disconnected) 
5. Somalia (88% of the citizens disconnected) 
6. Niger (88% of the citizens disconnected) 
7. Papua New Guinea (88% of the citizens disconnected) 
8. Liberia (88% of the citizens disconnected) 
9. Guinea-Bissau (87% of the citizens disconnected) 
10. Central African Republic (86% of the citizens disconnected) 

And not by chance, these countries are also on the list of least educationally developed countries                
world-wide. The countries on the list are mainly LEDCs that don’t have the infrastructure, but examples                
like North Korea can also be seen on the list. In authoritarian nations like North Korea, it’s also a matter                    
of governments’ lack of providing technological necessities for political purposes. Twitter, Instagram, and             
many other social platforms have become the political playground of world leaders, and someone who               
does not have access does not have the necessary social and political education. Citizens of countries that                 
provide their citizens’ facilities to develop the necessary skill, knowledge and economic ability are able to                
exercise their rights and live in the Information Age but the ones that do not have the same opportunities                   
don’t, and they simply cannot benefit the educational advantages of the Modern Age. Doesn’t this               
contradict a generation that claims to live in the epoch of information and human rights?  

 



 

Yes it does, as a matter of fact, it’s further than that. Not only this divide affects the fundamental                   
humanitarian rights of the digitally disabled, it affects the world as a whole. The digitally disabled are not                  
abandoned, they still participate in world politics, by physically voting or taking part in the society. But                 
by not receiving quality education (both school-administered core education and political education) these             
people become more prone to manipulation. And even though until then “modern people” manage to               
escape from bearing the fact that these people exist as much as they do, it becomes inevitable to avoid                   
when the uneducated half of the population weighs more, and a certain demagogue is elected as opposed                 
to the other party’s candidate.  

Timeline of Events 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

Since the 1990s, a global movement, including a series of intergovernmental summit meetings,             
have been administered to "close the digital divide". Some of these annual summits and forums held by                 
the United Nations included: World Summit on the Information Society, Internet Governance Forum             
(IGF). The World Summit on the Information Society was initiated, as UN states, “in order to create an                  
evolving multi- stakeholder platform aimed at addressing the issues raised by Information and             
Communication technologies (ICTs) through a structured and inclusive approach at the national, regional             
and international levels”, it was an event that occurred 2 times, in 2003 and in 2005 until it was rebranded                    
as the World Summit on the Information Society Forum, which became an annual event. Likewise               
Internet Governance Forum is also a forum held by the United Nations, annually. IGF is a forum where                  
stakeholders gather annually to discuss public policy issues relating to the Internet. The 16th annual IGF                
meeting will be held in December 2021, to discuss under the theme: Internet United. But unfortunately                
these forums didn’t take radical actions. The actions taken by these forums were more passive, like                
establishing a “World Information Society Day”. 

 

November 2001 United Nations sets up the Information and Communications Technology 
(ICT) 

2003 The World Summit on the Information Society is held by the United Nations. 

October - November 2006 The first annual Internet Governance Forum is held by the United Nations. 

May,17 2006 The first World Information Society Day was held. 



 

There were also more local approaches to resolve the issue. Corporations such as Benton İnstitute               
of Broadband and Society were one of the corporations that took a local approach to solve the issue.                  
Benton İnstitute of Broadband Society is an institution that aims to bring open, affordable and high                
capacity broadband to all US citizens (even though the US is one of the few countries that thrive greatly                   
in technology, the distribution of technology throughout the nation is unequal). The actions that this               
institution takes is merely limited to serving the US citizens, however, a similar approach could be                
mimicked in the LEDCs, in order to provide equitable global access to educational resources.  

Possible Solutions 

But how can member states bridge the digital divide sustainably? In order to sustain equitable               
global access to online educational resources, member states should focus on how to improve the               
infrastructure of less developed countries. By now, member states should be clearly understanding that              
LEDCs don’t have the economic, educational and political environment to incorporate today’s            
technologies to their lives. In LEDC countries where most of the population does not have access to                 
electricity, it’s really absurd to expect the development of modern technologies. Thus, member states              
should gather to form alliances and funds in order to provide infrastructure for these countries. As a more                  
immediate solution, member states can also provide schools the necessary technological equipment.            
Furthermore institutions that work to spread the use of broadbands can be fiscally supported.  
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