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Introduction 

Lebanon is a country located in the Middle East, above Israel, and next to the Meditteranean Sea. 
It is relatively a small country in size but has both a large population and large religious significance due 
to historical artifacts and a large majority of the population being either Christian, Sunni Muslim, or Shia 
Muslim. A series of events throughout the past years have almost brought the collapse of Lebanon, one of 
the most recent ones being the Beirut Port Explosion. After the Beirut port explosion, the prime minister 
resigned, and right now a temporary government is in charge. The Lebanese government allows places for 
Sunni Muslims, Shia Muslims, and Christian so that religious balance is achieved, but it only polarizes 
the government. However, those who are in these political positions usually exploit their power and 
neglect the people’s needs. Currently, Lebanon has a population of 5.9 million with 1.9 million of them 
being Syrian refugees. The coronavirus, an unstable political situation, the lack of proper healthcare, 
extreme poverty, high inflation rates, inadequate government, extremist group attacks are only some of 
the issues present in Lebanon. The Lebanese population has been protesting the government along with 
the high inflation rates it brought in in 2019; however, the situation remains the same. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Polarization: Division into two sharply contrasting groups or sets of opinions or beliefs. 
Extremist: A person who holds extreme political or religious views, especially one who advocates 
illegal, violent, or other extreme action. 
Corruption: Dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in power, typically involving bribery. 
Poverty: The state of being extremely poor. 
Poverty Line: The estimated minimum level of income needed to secure the necessities of life. 

General Overview 

Lebanon has suffered through crisis after crisis through the decades. Because of its diverse 
religious population, there have been extremists from all sides who oppress others by forcing their 
ideologies. Hezbollah, a prominent political party in Lebanon, has had 4 members who have been 
convicted of being involved in the murder of Rafik al-Hariri, a former prime minister. Even before the 
recent economical crises seen in the past two years, Lebanon has 1.9 million Syrian refugees in the 
country, making up a large portion of the population. Although they have been receiving financial aid 

 



 

through the Lebanon Crisis Plan, the aid has not been nearly enough for the 3.2 million people -including 
the Syrian refugees-  struggling in Lebanon. 

After a devastating explosion in Beirut on the 4th of August 2020 killing almost 200 people, 
Lebanon has struggled greatly. Almost 300,000 people were left homeless after the explosion. The 
explosion was located in the only functioning port in Beirut and heavily damaged the surrounding 
buildings, dislocating many people and businesses. The seaport was located in the center of Beirut, so it 
impacted a large area. The incident was more than just an explosion; it also symbolized the inadequacy of 
the Lebanese government. Instead of the government, Lebanese volunteers had to try to lessen the damage 
done and brought basic life necessities to prevent more deaths. Since the Beirut port explosion, the 
president and the government resigned, leaving a temporary government to be in charge. However, the 
new temporary government proved to be just as useless as the previous government as they failed to bring 
basic aid to the people.  

The major reason why the Lebanese government struggles to tackle the issue is because of 
political parties and religious groups all looking after their own interests. This furthers polarization within 
the political and social environment and makes it harder to come to a solution for the government. The 
governmental system in Lebanon requires the president to be Christian, the prime minister to be a Sunni 
Muslim, and the speaker of the parliament to be a Shia Muslim. Although this system was initially 
intended to bring peace and equality after the Lebanese Civil War during 1970-1990, as mentioned 
before, it only creates further division and polarization. The system has allowed only a small elite portion 
of the public to take dominate Lebanese politics. According to the BBC, “It is this religious diversity that 
makes the country an easy target for interference by external powers, as seen with Iran's backing of the 
Shia Hezbollah movement, widely seen as the most powerful military and political group in Lebanon”. 
Hezbollah, a Shia Muslim based political party is one of the sects that have great political power, having 
won most of the parliamentary seats in the 2018 elections. Even though many voters see Hezbollah as a 
defender against Israel, both the United States and the United Kingdom consider the party a terrorist 
organization. 

In addition to all the issues that Lebanon faces, the coronavirus has been especially difficult since 
it exposed the government’s insufficient social welfare programs. While it did force anti-government 
protesters off the streets, with already a quarter of the working population unemployed, Lebanon’s 
economy worsened in the lockdown in March 2020. Even before the coronavirus, The World Bank stated 
that 48% of the Lebanese population was living below the poverty line. Although the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the government have been discussing loans to save the country from severe 
debt, no significant progress has been made.  

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

Syria 

Most Middle Eastern countries have been affected by the Syrian Civil War that broke out in 2011 
and Lebanon is no exception to this. The Syrian Civil War has greatly affected the fragile Lebanese 

 



 

economy. There are approximately 1.5 million Syrian refugees in Lebanon next to the remainder of the 
population who are already vulnerable to extreme poverty and hunger. Despite the Lebanese government 
having a generally negative outlook towards the refugees, the expenses paid to help the refugees have 
strained the economy. Thus, Syria’s crises have affected Lebanese crises as well. 

Hezbollah 

Hezbollah -meaning Party of God- is the most powerful party in Lebanon since they fought 
several wars with Israel using heavily armed militia. It is both a political party and a guerilla army backed 
up by Lebanese Shia Muslims and Iran. The reason why Hezbollah is influential in this issue is that they 
have a huge part in Lebanon’s politics as they have a parliamentary majority. Because of their high power 
and status, it is difficult to fight against them and defeat corruption within the political environment in 
Lebanon.  

International Monetary Fund: 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) was created in 1944 in order to build a framework for 
international economic cooperation and to ensure the stability of international economics. The IMF is 
involved in this situation because they have the potential to negotiate with Lebanon. However, the conflict 
between the government and the parliament concerning estimated losses in the financial system prevented 
these negotiations in July 2020. 

Timeline of Events 

 

Date of Event Description of Event 

1975-1990 Lebanese Civil War 

14th of February 2005 Former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik al-Hariri is killed. Demonstrations 
increase international pressure and Syria removes their soldiers from 
Lebanon. Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed group enters the government for the 
first time. 

July 2006 A five-week war occurs between Israel and Lebanon due to Hezbollah. 

7th of May 2008 After the government accuses Hezbollah of spying, Hezbollah says that this 
accusation is a declaration of war and takes control of western Beirut. 

21st of May 2008 To end 19 months of political conflict, rival leaders sign a deal. Parliament 
elects Michel Suleiman who was the army chief as president. 



 

 

 

2011 Four members of Hezbollah are charges with the murder of former president 
Rafik al-Hariri. 

2012 Hezbollah fighters enter Syria to aid the Syrian government to fight against the 
Sunni rebellion against Syrian President Assad; the group plays a major role 
in shutting down the rebellion. 

2015 Authorities close the main landfill in Beirut while having no other alternatives 
arranged. Protests break out with protestors chanting “You stink!” at the 
government. The slogan becomes a symbol of the inadequacies of the 
government in failing to meet basic needs such as electricity, water, and waste 
management. 

2015-2019 Protests about forming a new government continue throughout Lebanon. 

17th of October 2019 The government attempt to tax internet calls but ignites big protests against the 

rulers. A diverse group of protesters take part and accuse the leaders of 

corruption. 

29th of October 2019 The prime minister, Hariri, resigns and leaves Lebanon leaderless. 

19th of December 2019 Backed by Hezbollah, Hassan Diab is named prime minister, which 

immediately receives backlash from the public. 

21st of January 2020 A new government is formed made up of pro-Iranian Hezbollah and its allies 

who have a parliamentary majority. 

4th of August 2020 Beirut port explosion takes place, killing 200 people and making 300,000 
homeless. 

13th of August 2020 The Lebanese government declares a state of emergency 



 

Treaties and Events 

April 30th, 2020 Lebanese Emergency Rescue Program 

Revealed by Prime Minister Hassan Diab, the program attempts to tackle Lebanon’s economic 
collapse from all areas including external support. What distinguishes this program from previous ones is 
that the government lies on the support of just one political side, being Hezbollah and its allies. The 
ambitious program states that citizens should expect some cutbacks and more taxes in order to rescue the 
economy. 

Lebanese Crisis Response Plan 

Although not intended to solve the political crisis in Lebanon, the Lebanese Crisis Response Plan 
has helped Syrian refugees and other vulnerable minorities in Lebanon. This way, the government would 
not have to spend as much money as they have spent in prior years. 

Meetings with the IMF 

In 2020, the Lebanese government and IMF have been discussing a potential loan in order to 
rescue the country from extreme poverty. However, these attempts have not yet been successful as no 
definite conclusion has been reached even though a year has passed. 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

The previous attempts have been insufficient since none of the monetary funds aided could 
provide the financial assistance needed to save Lebanon’s citizens from extreme poverty. The Lebanese 
Emergency Rescue Program has created more issues than it has solved; for example, citizens protesting 
the inflation in prices. Although the Lebanese Crisis Response Plan has helped relieve the strain on 
Lebanon’s economy by aiding vulnerable Syrian refugees, it has not solved the issue completely; thus, it 
should be viewed as a secondary solution and not a primary one. Lastly, since the meetings with the IMF 
have not had a definite conclusion, their effects have not been seen yet; however, there appears to be great 
potential because the IMF is a major organization that could immensely help Lebanon’s economy. 

Possible Solutions 

A primary solution would be to decrease corruption in the country and urge the government to aid 
its citizens more. It is clear that the government is not doing everything in its power to solve the issue and 
that the religious sects are focusing on their own goals rather than the publics’ needs. This could be 
achieved by trying to reform the current governmental system so that the elite cannot dominate the 
political environment. These reforms must be brought in slowly since an abrupt change in the system may 
aggravate the religious sects as they are all trying to gain power. A different sense of equality must be 
brought to the government or a portion of the salaries of those in power should be used for aid. 

 



 

Another vital solution is to decrease the inflation of the Lebanese currency to reduce poverty 
within the population. This would also decrease political demonstrations since demonstrators would start 
seeing some positive responses to their demands. Through financial aid, factories may be built in order to 
increase export and employ the unemployed -which will also solve the unemployment issue. While 
investing the financial aid in a long-term solution may be risky since it could decrease the aid directly 
going to the citizens, it would be better in the long-run because Lebanon would be able to function 
independently from external funds. 
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