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Introduction 

The Venezuelan presidential crisis is a highly prolonged issue that substantially undermines the country’s 
already unstable economy and the well-being of the community. After the election of Maduro as a 
president, Juan Guadio also declared himself as the legitimate president with the support of the National 
Assembly (NA). The crisis between Nicolas Maduro and Juan Guaido has caused a tremendous division 
within the nation, government bodies, and just as parallelly, in the world. The economic and political 
instability gradually turned into a profound social and humanitarian crisis as inflation reached one million 
percent, the crime rates peaked and became one of the highest in the world, withdrawals of capital and 
important companies from the country, and severe poverty and hunger occurred. The inaccessibility of 
basic needs such as medical care and food caused millions to flee the country. In 2016, the average 
Venezuelan living in extreme poverty lost nearly 19 pounded due to lack of food. By 2018, more than 30 
percent of Venezuelans were only eating one meal per day. Moreover, the political crisis and polarization 
in Venezuela have caused protests that started non-violently to turn into mass-protests countrywide along 
with violence and a high number of casualties. These conflicts along with international sanctions imposed 
upon Venezuela rendered the country defenseless to the pandemic due to immense shortages of food, 
essential needs, and medical supplies in particular. The mass emigration of Venezuelan doctors has also 
caused staff shortages in hospitals. The uncompromising conflict between Madura and Guaido and the 
divided government bodies make it difficult to control the pandemic, take action, and receive international 
aid officially. 
 

Definition of Key Terms 

Inflation: The rate at which the prices for goods and services in a certain currency is rising, resulting in a 
reduction in purchasing power. 

Economic Sanctions: Any actions taken by one nation or group of nations to harm the economy of 
another nation or group, often to force a political change. 
 
The National Assembly: Legislature of Venezuela. The majority of the NA is in opposition to Maduro. 
 
The Supreme Tribunal of Justice: It is the highest court of law in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
and is the head of the judicial branch. It is governed under the regime of Nicolas Maduro. 

General Overview 

Although the issue escalated in recent years and substantially due to the Coronavirus pandemic, its roots 
reach out to a long time ago. Maduro was the right-hand man of the president of Hugo Chavez, Maduro’s 
mentor and the socialist leader of Venezuela for years, determined to distribute the wealth and services of 
the country equally. He presented himself as a revolutionary and named the socialist transformation the 
“Bolivarian revolution”, even renaming Venezuela the “Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.” However, as 

 



 

Venezuela owns the largest oil reserves in the world, his socialist policies backfired by preventing the 
usage of high oil prices in domestic production and it also caused the anti-socialist countries to implement 
economic sanctions on Venezuela. Because of the lowered prices and consequently profits, the businesses 
stopped production, and this resulted in shortages and hunger and along with an extremely high rate of 
inflation. Corruption of politicians and embezzlement is yet another issue that has driven forward the 
ongoing economic crisis. Currently, Venezuela has been cited as the most corrupt country in Latin 
America.  

After Hugo Chavez died, his right-hand man Nicolas Maduro won the presidential election in May 2018, 
but the election results were heavily boycotted by the opposition parties. While the process and the results 
of the elections were highly argued upon. the NA has declared Juan Guaido as the president of Venezuela. 
Juan Guaido assumed the presidency and accused Maduro of taking over an unjustified position with a 
tainted election. He cited articles in the constitution which in such cases call for the leader of the NA to 
take action. In response, the pro-Maduro Supreme Tribunal of Justice announced that the NA's declaration 
was not constitutional and the election results were valid. The USA and nearly 50 other countries 
recognized Juan Guaidó, the opposition leader and head of the NA as the president while Maduro is 
recognized by the Russian Federation, Cuba, and about 20 countries. 
 
Two coup attempts had taken place against Maduro’s presidency, the second with the collaboration of 
Venezuelan opposition and an American private military company, Silvercorp USA. However, Maduro’s 
influence and control of Venezuela’s governmental and military institutions caused the disorganized 
attack to fail. Juan Guaidó, his Strategy Committee, and the United States governments have all denied 
any role in the attempted coup. 
 
However, strict U.S sanctions including an oil embargo have deprived the nation of its main source of 
money, causing the national coffers to speedily empty but did not dissuaded Maduro. While the tension 
kept rising in politics, the number of deaths from violence became at least 11 times the casualties caused 
by the Coronavirus in the country. Nevertheless, this does not mean the pandemic is handled properly 
considering the lack of medical care and supplies.  On 16 March, Maduro asked the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for US$5 billion to combat the pandemic but the IMF rejected the call because of 
the uncertainty, among its member states, on who it recognizes as Venezuela's president. Despite Gaudio's 
claims about the invalidity of the election and his request for a reiteration, Maduro insists upon the 
rightfulness of his presidency and rejects negotiations on this issue. 
 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

United States:  The relations between Venezuela and The USA had been unstable since the Bolivarian 
Socialist Revolution. The USA’s recognition of Gaudio as the president is responded by Maduro by 
expelling United States diplomats from Venezuela. 
 
European Union: EU is threatening to begin imposing individual sanctions and travel bans of the kind 
that already have been slapped on Maduro officials by the United States. By 2021, the European Union 
stopped recognizing Guaidó as president, but it still does not recognize Maduro as the legitimate president 
and plans to promote his removal. 
 
Russian Federation: In July 2006, President Chávez signed a nearly $ 3 billion arms deal to supply 
Russian fighter jets and helicopters. Venezuelan opposition leaders announced that an opposition 
government would take anti-Russia measures to ensure the country sides with the USA which rendered 
Russia pro-Maduro. 
 

 



 

Turkey: Following the failed coup attempt in 2016 in Turkey, Turkey aligned itself close to the South 
American nation. Exports of food and other humanitarian needs from Turkey in exchange for gold are 
implemented. 

Timeline of Events 

Treaties and Events 

Several bodies of the United Nations such as the Security Council and the Human Rights Council have 
attempted to resolve this devastating conflict.  However, the negotiations between the opposing parties 
regarding the resolution of the crisis were inconclusive. 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

In 2019, the Norway-mediated negotiations with Maduro and the opposition of Guido have ended with 
Maduro’s representatives walking away from the table in August to protest U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s tightening of sanctions. 
Guaidó called for the creation of a "national emergency government", not lead by Maduro, which was 
rejected. 

 

2013  After President Chavez’s death, his appointed successor, Nicolas Maduro, takes 
office six weeks later as the result of a snap election. 
 

July 2017  

 

Venezuela calls a referendum for the creation of an assembly which was meant 
to rewrite the constitution in a way that is compatible with Maduro’s executive 
order but ends up by the opposition taking over the legislative branch of 
government. 

May 2019  

 

As a result of the protests, the leader of the NA, Juan Guaido has declared 
himself the interim president of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  

April 2019 Failed military uprising attempt against the Maduro government. 

5 January 2020 The NA Delegated Committee Election resulted in claimed victories by both 
Guaido and legislator Luis Parra as the president of the NA, starting another 
crisis in the legislative body because Guaido’s claim on the Venezuelan 
presidency was based on his presidency in the NA.  

September 2019 Since crude oil is the country's main export, the Maduro government and five 
opposition party leaders announced they had agreed to start a new dialogue 
process to tackle the economic problems faced by the OPEC (the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) nation. 
 

December 2019 
 

The United Nations General Assembly recognizes the Maduro presidency as 
the legal representative of Venezuela. 



 

With the pressure of the USA, Maduro said he is willing to negotiate with Guaidó, but he did not accept 
to quit for the favor of the transitional government and the repetition of the controversial elections. 

Possible Solutions 

Alternative ways of international medical aid should be considered in order to resolve the humanitarian 
crisis in Venezuela and reduce the serious effects of the pandemic on the country. However, the 
humanitarian crisis in Venezuela can’t properly be solved or addressed unless the ongoing political crisis 
is resolved. This doesn’t mean that removing Maduro from the presidency is a sufficient enough solution. 
Venezuela must go through a legislative reform and possibly rewrite its constitution in a way that places 
checks and balances on all three branches of government: judicial, legislative and executive. The 
constitution must include the issue of political arrests, since the numbers peaked under Maduro’s regime. 
Venezuela must also properly address the issue of corruption. Unless Venezuela solves its problem of 
corruption even if the budget is somehow refined, these funds will likely be either stolen or mismanaged 
by bureaucrats at all levels. The current infrastructure that isn’t sufficient enough for benefiting the oil 
reserves must be developed in collaboration with OPEC. Establishment of a transitional government for 
managing the pandemic and hunger should be reconsidered. 
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